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A concife Hiflory of the Moravrt- 
ans, or Unitas Fratrum, of 
their fettlement in the American 
States ; and of their zeal, per- 
feverance, and fuccefs, in propa- 
gating the gofpel. 

(Continued from page 48.) 


AVING given this general 
H {ketch of the origin of the 
Moravians, of their {cttlement and 
progrefs in the United States, 
of their doétrines, peculiarities 
and difcipline ; the way is prepar- 
ed for the exhibition of their fin- 
gular zeal, perfeverance, fuccefs, 
and manner of propagating the 
gofpel among the heathen, in the 
various parts of the werld. 

While fome other denominations 
of Chriftians fhow great zeal in 
propagating their peculiar notions 
among Chriftians, and in making 
divifions, and alienations among 
them, the Moravians have manifef- 
ted their zeal, charity and felf-de- 
rial in propagating the gofpel 
among thofe towhom the true God 
and our Lord Jefus Chrift were 
not known. They fay in their 
publications, “* The fimple motive 
* of the brethren for fending mif- 
“fionaries to diftant nations, was, 
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‘and is an ardent defire to pro- 
* mote the falvation of their fellow- 
‘men, by making known to them 
‘the gofpel of our Saviour Jefus 
‘ Chrift. It grieved them to hear 
‘ of fo many thoufands and mil- 
‘ lions of the human race, fitting 
‘in darknefs, and groaning be- 
‘neath the yoke of fin, and the 
‘tyranny of Satan; and remem- 
‘ bering the glorious promifes giv- 
‘ en in the word of God, that the 
* heathen alfo fhould be the reward 
‘of the fufferings and death of 
‘ Jefus ; and confidering his com- 
‘mandment to his followers, To 
‘ go into all the world and preach the 
* gofpel to every creature, they were 
‘ filled with confident hopes, that 
‘if they went forth in obedience 
unto, and believing in his words 
‘ their labor would not be in vain 
‘inthe Lord. They were not 
‘difmayed in reflecting on the 
‘ {mallnefs of their means and a- 
‘bilities, and that they hardly 
‘knew their way to the heathen, 
‘ whofe falvation they fo ardently, 
‘longed for, nor by the profpect 
‘ of enduring hardfhips of every 
‘kind, and even, perhaps, the 
‘ lofs of their lives in the attempt 5 
‘but their love to their Saviour 
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and their fellow-finners for whom 
he fhed his blood, far outweigh- 
ed all thefe confiderations. ‘They 
went forth in the ftrength of 
‘their God, and he has wrought 
wonders in their behalf. Blefled 
“be God, this day, the fame fpirit 
‘prevails in the congreations of 
the United Brethren, and there 
has been a continual and increaf- 
ing fucceffion of perfons who have 
offered themfelves to fupply va- 
cant places, or to enter upon new 
‘ miilions, notwith{tanding the dan- 
* gers a and hardfhips attending the 
 fervice are fet before, them with- 
out any difoure or paliation 
whatfoever. From a very {mall 
beginning the miflions of the 
brethren have increafed to 26 
fettlcments, in different parts of 
the earth, in which near 140 
miflionaries are employed, a num- 
ber hardly fufficient for the care 
of about 23,000 converts from 
among the heathen.”’t 

Such has been the zeal and per- 
feverance of this poor people, in 
fpreading the favor of the Redeem- 
er’s name, that no hardfhips nor 
dangers, by land or fea, no dif- 
tance of country, no {tupidity or 
barbarity of nations, no expenfe 
of which they are capable, no long 
and total feparation from their 
country, friends and deareft con- 
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neGions, no perfecutions nor dif- | 


appointments could damp their 


interrupt their endeavors. If un- 
fuccelsful and difappointed in one 
place, with an unabating zeal and 
fortitude they purfue their attempts 
in another. 
appear to vie with the miflionaries, 
in making voyages, and in travel- 
ling to the molt diftant and barba- 





+ This was written in 1796, fince 
which time the converts have confid- 
erably increafed, 
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rous nations, to ferve the fame 
glorious caufe. No fooner had 
the United Brethren gained a 
peaceful fettlement, and a {mall de- 
orce of property, in the feveral 
countries in which they were ftran- 
gers, than they began to fend their 
mifionaries among the nations, 
who were perifhing for lack of 
vifion. “Chey have fent them, and 
are {till fending them into the four 
quarters of the earth. 

In 1732, they fent miflionaries 
to the Danifh Weft-India Iflands, 
and made fix fettlements in them; 
Two, New Herrnhut and Nifky, 
in St. Thomas’s ;_ Friedenfberg 
and Friedenf{thal in St. Croix, and 
Bethanyand Emmaus in St. John’s. 
At New Herrnhut in 1795, there 
were 38 adults and zo children 
baptized, and 12 were admitted 
from other denominations. The 
whole congregation confifted of 
909, exclufive of the children. At 
Nifky, there were, the fame year, 
45 adultsand 23 children baptized, 
and 24 admitted to communion. 
The whole number of communi- 
cants in this black congregation 
was §83, and the whole congre- 
gation confifted of 1246. At 
Fricdenfberg in St. Croix, there 
were baptized and received into 
the congregation, in 1795, 133 
adult perfons, and 49 children were 
baptized. ‘The number of com- 


| municants was 804, and there were 
courage, deprefs their fpirits, or | 


Even the feebler fex | 


128 candidates for communion. 
There were 951 baptized perfons 
and 219 candidates for baptifm. 
The number of baptized children 
was 548. ‘Total amount of fouls 
in the congregation 2650. At 


| Friedenfthal on the fame [land 


there were this year 175 adults 
and 61 children baptized. ‘There 


were 1342 communicants, 1628 - 


baptized people, and 328 candi- 
dates for baptifm. ‘he whole 


number of fouls 4563. At Beth 
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any, in St. John’s there were, at 
the fame time, 258 communicants, 
and the congregation exclufive of 
children, amounted to 487. At 
Emmaus, the fame year, were 249 
communicants, and the whole con- 
gregation confifted of 569 fouls. 

In 1733 the brethren fent mif- 
fionaries into the frozen regions of 
Greenland, and effected three fet- 
tlements, New Herrnhut, Litch- 
tenfels, and Litchtenau, in that 
country. Inthe year 1796, there 
were inthefe fettlements 621 be- 
longing to the feveral congrega- 
tions, of whom 236 were commu- 
nicants. 

in 1736, one George Schmidt, 
aman of moft diftinguifhed zeal 
and courage, began a miflion a- 
mong the Hottentots, at the Cape 
of Good Hope; a people the molt 
ftupid and uncivilized of any up- 
on the carth, whofe language is 


moft irregular, and of all others 


perhaps the moft difficult to be 
learned. Yet by his indefatigable, 
perfevering labors, he made him- 
felf fo far mafter of their language, 
and fo far taught them his own, 
that a {mall congregation of believ- 
ers was there gathered unto the 
Lord. Some of them were taught 
to read the bible, in the Dutch lan- 
guage. But on his return to Europe, 
to make report of the fuccefs of 
his miffion, and to obtain afliltants 
in his important work, to his un- 
fpeakable mortification,he waspro- 
hibited to refume his labors. It 
had been infinuated, by evil mind- 
ed people, into the Dutch gov- 
ernment, that the propagation of 
Chrittianity among the Hottentots 
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the earneft application of the Uni- 
ted Brethren, to the Dutch gov- 
ernment, and the generous influ- 
ence of their friends, leave was, 
fome years fince granted for the 
mifhion to proceed. In confequence 
of this, it was renewed in 1792, 
and three Miffionaries fent to the 
Cape.* ‘The congregation there 
had kept together, and had read 
the bible for their inftruétion and 
edification. Since the Englith gov- 
ernment has been eftablifhed there, 
countenance has been more deci- 
dedly given to the miflion, and it 
is now proceeding under the moft 
favorable afpects. A wild people 
among the Hottentots, called 
Bufhmen, and who were very 
troublefome, it feems, have made a 
treaty of peace withthe Englith, 
and earne(ltly petitioned for Mif- 
fionaries. Some of the Hotten- 
tots have been taught both to read 
and write. Martha, one of the 
Hottentot fitters, compofed a let- 
terin Low Dutch and fent to the 
Direftors in England, in which 
are the following pious and Chrif- 
tian expreffions and fentiments, * I 
‘let you know that I cannot thank 
‘enough, our dear Saviour, for 
‘ bringing me to this place; where 
©elfe would my poor foul have 
‘come to! I am now about two 
‘yearshere. When I think how 
‘ I was before my baptifm, I have 
‘committed all fins, and what I 
‘ now feel, I am quite afhamed ! 
‘Our Saviour has even granted 
‘me the grace to enjoy his body 
‘and blood in the Lord’s fupper! 
‘I feel lam very poor and mean, 
* yet [ fect his peace in my heart. 
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would differve the interefts of the 
colony. he {chool for the in- 
ftruétion of the Hottentots, which, 
according to the accounts received, 
confilted of about a hundred chil- 
dren, was broken up or greatly in- 
ferrupted by the Dutch. But by 


‘ { pray that my Saviour may keep 
‘me, until 1 fhall come to him; 
‘then I will much more thank 
‘him for his love, which he hath 
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* This fettlement is named, Bavians 
Cloof. 
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* fhewn me. Receive all ye breth- 
* ren and fifters, many thanks, that 
* you fent teachers to us, and that 
* you alfo maintain them ; for we 
‘have nothing to give ; we are a 
‘poor people. I alfo thank our 
¢ Saviour, that he gave me fo ma- 
© ny brothers and filters, from my 
“own people. Ah might we all 
* live entirely unto him !” 

In 1738, miflionaries were fent 
to South America, to the Negro 
flaves at Paramaribo and Sommelf- 
dyk- Among the free Negroes at 
Bombay ; and among the native 
Indians at Hope on the Corentyn. 
At Paramaribo, in Surinam, in 
1796, there were 22 baptized Ne- 
groes and the number of the con 
gregation was 288. At Sommelf- 
dyk were 66 baptized Negroes. 
The Indian congregation at Hope 
confilted of 360 

In 1754, the brethren made two 
fettlements in St. Elizabeth’s par- 
ifh in Jamaica, and they have three 
miffions on this Ifland, but the fuc- 
cefs of them is not mentioned, 

In Antigua, 1750, a miflion be- 
ganon Gracehill, at St. Johns. 
This is a very large congregation. 
In 1795, there were 2596 com- 
municants, 1292 candidates for 
communion, 1128 adult perfons 
baptized, 726 candidates for bap- 
tifm, 964 baptized children, and 
the whole number of fouls 6776. 
A few years fince, for the con- 
venience of the poor difperfed 
flaves, this congregation has been 
divided, and a Mifhionary has 
been fettled further in land upon 
the Ifland. 

In 1760, Brethren’s Garden, 
near Tanquebar, in the Eaft-Indies 
was fettled. The view of the 
brethren, in making this fettle- 
ment, was to communicate the gof- 
pel to the inhabitants of the Nic- 
obar iflands. But after a perfe- 
vering attempt to forman eltab- 


lifhment at Nancawery, one of the 
Nicobar iflands, the whole plan 
was defeated. The Danifh gov- 
ernment found fo little benefit arif- 
ing from the great expenfe which 
they had been at, in fettling thefe 
iflands, withdrew their people ; 
and the brethren refiding there 
were left alone. All communica- 
tion between Tanquebar and thofe 
iflands ceafed; and they had no 
means of conveying provifions and 
neceffaries to the Mifhionaries, but 
by purchafing and maintaining a 
veflel purely for that purpofe.— 
This was done at great expenfe, a 
few years, until the commence- 
ment of the American war, when 
the veffel was taken by a French 
cruizer, though it belonged to a 
neutral ftate. No redrefs could 
be obtained from the French.— 
The climate was unhealthy, and 
the expenfe and danger of fupply- 
ing the Miffionaries were fo great, 
that it was found neceffary to with- 
draw the Mifhionaries, and fufpend 
the mifion. But while this was 
fufpended others were undertaken 
in other parts. 

In 1764, three fettlements 
Nein, Okkak, and Hopedale, were 
made, in the inhofpitable and bar- 
ren regions of Labrador, that the 
Efkimaux Indians might receive 
the glad tidings of falvation.— 
‘Vhefe fettlements were at confide- 
rable diftance from each other,and 
the country is fo cold and unpro- 
duétive, that almoft the whole of 
their provifions is fent them from 
Europe, which renders thefe mif- 
fions very expenfive. During the 
term of about twenty-five years, 
28brethren, and 16 filters have 
ferved in the miffions at thefe fet- 
tlements; 9 have finifhed their 
courfe in thofe regions, 15 have 
returned to Europe, and 20, at 
the lateft account, were then ferv- 





ing the miffions, in that quarter. 
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In this period 123 adult Efqui- 
maux, and 70 children were bap- 
tized. Thirty-fix were admitted 
to the holy communion. 

The next year a miflion com- 
menced near Bridgetown in Bar- 
badoes. In the congregation on 
this ifland 75 have been baptized, 
and the molt of them admitted to 
the communion. 

The fame year, another miffion 
was undertaken at Sarepta in the 
Ruffian part of Afia. ‘This fettle- 


ment is in the neighborhood of | 


Czarizin on the Wolga, and was 
made with a view to the chriftian- , 


ization of the Calmuc Tartars, | 


and other Heathen tribes who in- 
habit thofe vaft regions. 
fion has been executed with more 
zeal, perfeverance and abundant 
labors than this. The Mifhiona- 
ries refided a confiderable time a- 
mong the Calmucks, conformed to 
their manner of living in tents and 
followed them wherever they mov- 
ed their camp, through the im- 
menfe plains of Steppe. ‘They o- 
mitted no opportunity of preach- 
ing the pofpel to them, and of 
prefling them to turn from their 
numerous idols and wretched 4u- 
perititions to the living Gop thro’ 
Jefus Chrift ; but it had no effeét. 
‘Though the Calmucks heard them, 
and treated them with civility yet 
they could make no impreflions up- 
on them. At length a great part 
of the Calmucks removed from 
thofe parts. Mean while the breth- 
ren were vifited by the German 
colonifts living on the Wolga, and 
by their inftrumentality, focieties 
were formed and gofpel minifters 
provided for moft of them. Thus, 
though the original defign of the 
miffions was defeated, yet it an- 
fvered a good purpofe. 
The fame year, in which the 
niffion at Sarepta was undertaken 
another was begun at Baflaterre in 
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St. Kitts. The congregation in 
that ifland, at the laft accounts, 
confifted of 1818 perfons, exclu- 
five of the catechumens. 

Befides thefe attempts in foreign 
countries, others have been made. 
In 1735, the brethren fent Mif- 
fionaries to the Laplanders and Sa- 
mojedes : In 1737, and again in 
1768, to the coalts of Guinea: In 
1739, to the flaves in Algiers: In 
1740, to Ceylon: In 1747, to 
| Perfia; and in 1752, to Egypt. 
Of the fuccefs of thefe miffions 
| the writer has feen no account pub- 
lifhed. 

While the brethren have made 
| fuch exertions for the propagation 
of the gofpel in foreign countries, 
they have fhown no lefs zeal, aétiv- 
ity and perfeverance in communi- 
cating its bleflings to the Negroes, 
and perifhing Pagans on the North- 
American continent. Befides their 
mifhons to the Efquimaux, they 
immediately, on their fettlement in 
Georgia, fent miflionaries to the 
Creek Indians, and to the Neproes 
in Georgia and South-Carolina ; 
but the good effects of them were 
defeated principally through the 
white people. 

In 1740, a Moravian Mifhiona- 
ry vifited the Indian village called 
Chekameka, in the Oblong, in 
the ftate of New. York, and found 
the word of God to have a happy 
effe& upon the Indians. ‘Three of 
their chief men received the gof- 
pel, and, on the 22d of February 
1742, were baptized, and called 
Abraham, Ifaac and Jacob. ‘The 
fame year, 26 more received bap- 
tifm. Thefe were chiefly Mahi- 
kans. ‘The next year, many 
Wampanos at Scatticook, on Kent 
river, in Cenneéticut, were con- 
verted. Onthe 13th of Februa- 
ry 1743, their chief was baptized 
by the name of Gideon. In this 
| place, the brethren baptized 115 
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perfons, and at Chekameka 8o. 
Lor fome years the Miflionaries 
had two flourifhing congregations 
in thefe places. “But the Mifhiona- 
ries were ill treated, by evil-mind- 
ed people, and traduced as fecret 
Papifts, and imprifoned, as they 
fay, to the very great grief and of- 
fence of the Indian converts. TFind- 
ing themfelves as fheep without a 
fhepherd, on the expu!fion of their 
minifters, they all repaired i in {mall 
numbers to Bethlehem and Penn- 
fylvania. ‘The remains of the 
tribes on this went off to Stock- 
bridge and other places. Thefe 
baptized Mhikes and Wampa- 


nos were afterwards happily 











{trumental of the convertion of 
numbers of the Delawares and 
Munfies. "‘Phefe Chriftian Indians 
lived for fome time near Bethile- 
hem, and then removed to Gna- 
denhutten, behind the blue moun- 
tains, on the lands of the United 
brethren. In 1755, their fettle- 
ment, at Gnadenhutten, was de- 
ftroyed by the Alleghany Indians, 
and the converts retired again to 
the brethren, at Bethlehem. A- 
bout nine years after, fome Irifh 
people raifed a mob againft them, 
fo that it was found neceflary, for 
their fafety, to fend them under 
the guard of a fheriff to Philadel- 
phia ; ; where or government pro- 
tcefted them in the » barracks. Af- 

ter this, the brethren took care for 





their fettiement, at Wieturing, on 
the Sufquehannah. In this place 
they were joined by confiderable | 
numbers of other Indians. From | 
thence 2 mifkon, in 1768, com- | 
menced with good fuccefs, at Al- 
leghany river. In 1772, about | 
two hundred of thefe Indians, in | 
one body, moved and fettled on | 
lands purchafed by the United 

Brethren, at Mufkingum, and with | 
the believing Indians who reforted | 
to them, built the three flourifhing | 


towns of Schoenbrunn, Gnaden- 
hutten, and Salem. Here many 
of the Weftern Indians joined 
them, and by baptifm, became 
members of the church. In this 
place, on outward accounts, their 
profperity was wonderful. Love, 
peace and plenty, in all their {weet 
and cheering influences, Dleffed 
their fociety and fettlements. But 
their peaceful difpofitions, on the 
commencement of the dation 
war occafioned them great evil. 
The Britifh found, that all the 
Indian parties which they fent a- 
gainit the ftates, and their defigns 
were defeated by the Chriftian In- 
dians, at Mufkingum. ‘Through 
their art and perfuation, it appear- 
ed that the parties which they fent 
out, returned from their excurfions 
without {triking a blow, or doing 
any effential damages to the ftates. 
‘This fo irritated the commanding 
officer, at Detroit, that he dif- 
patched a party of feveral hundred 
Indians, with anumber of Britith 
officers, to remove them ‘They 
robbed the Miffionaries, who were 
with the Indians, of every thing 
they pofleffed, and making them 
clofe prifoners, carried them, with 
their whole congregations, captive 
to Sandufky. Were their SoBer- 
ings were very great. In addition 
to other calamities, they were re- 
duced almoft to the point of fam- 
ifhing for want of fubfiftence. In 
thefe circumftances, the Wiondot 
chief gave them permiflion to re- 
turn totheir towns, to fetch the 
corn which had been left in the 


| fields the laft year. While they 


were peacefully attending to this 
necefiary fervice, the people, at 
and near Monongahela difcovering 
that a number of Indians were at 
the Moravian towns, on the Muf- 
kingum, colleéted to the number 
of 160, and crofled the Ohio, 
with a view to their deftruction. 









They made their defcent upon 
Gnadenhutten, and finding the In- 
dians peaceable and generally in 
the fields, they at firft pretended 
to be their friends, until they had 
gathered them together and dif- 
armed them, and then they con- 
demned themto death. The In- 
dians kept {tri€tly to the Moravian 
principles and made no refiftance, 
but, with Chriftian patience and 
fortitude fubmitted to their hard 
deftiny. As their murderers knew 
them to be Chriftians, they gave 
them one night to prepare fordeath. 
This they fpent in prayer, and in 
finging hymns to their Saviour, ex- 
horting one another joyfully to 
meet him in the morning. Nei- 
ther the piety nor the inoffenfive- 
nefs of this people could foften 
the rancorous hearts of the white 
men. When the morning of 
March Sth, 1782, commenced, 
they were led, two and two, with 
ropes about their necks, to two 
flaughter-houfes, one for the men, 
and the other for the women and 
children, and in this fhameful and 
barbarous manner, go of thefe 
harmlefs people were maffacred. 
The flaughter would have been 
much greater, had not two boys, 
one who had been fcalped and left 
for dead, and another who for a 
time fecreted himfelf, made their 
efcape, and run, about ten miles 
to Schoenbrunn, and given the a- 
Jarm to the reft of the praying In- 
dians, who were gathering their 
corn in that place. Upon this 
maflacre, and the ordering of their 
Miflionaries to Wetroit, 
mainder of them fled, fome as far 
as Wabath and Mifhfippi. But 
about two hundred of them were 
afterwards collected on Huron riv- 
er above Detroit. ‘There, hear- 
ing that Congrefshadreferved their 
three towns on Muskingum with a 
good tra& of land for them, they 
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returned in 1786, from Canada, 
and planted one year on Cajahaga, 
and then fettled at Vetquoting ; 
but in 1791, they were driven off 
again, and fled into Upper Cana- 
da. For their fakes, and with a 
view to the chriftianizing of the 
Indians in that quarter, the breth- 
ren formed a permanent fettlement 
and mifion on Letrench river, un- 
der the protection of the Britiila 
government. Four brethren and 
two fifters attended this miflion. 
Such meafures have been adop- 
ted by Congrefs for confirming and 
locating the Jands, at Mufkingum, 
and for the general peace and fafe- 
ty of the ledisne, as have encour- 
aged the principal part of the pray- 
ing Indians to return and refettle 
themfelves, about two years fince, 
upon thofe lands. But the breth- 
ren have judged itexpedient, that 
a part of the congregation fhould 
remain, at New-Fairfiek 1, in up- 
per Canada, for the fup pport of that 
fettlement, and with a view to the 
promulgation of the gofpel among 
the wild Chippeways, mmepiting 
thofe parts. ‘Thus amidft all thefe 
perfecutions, difappointments, mur- 
ders, and difaftrous events, the 
United Brethren have kept up a 
mifiion among the Indians in this 
country, for nearly fixty years. 
‘The’ Miffionaries have followed 
them wherever they have been dif- 
pe rfed, or fettled. They have in- 
tercited themfelves in their welfare, 
fhared in their misfortunes and dan- 
gers, encouraged and defended 
them as far as in their power, col- 
lected them when feattered, and 
fettled a0" on their own lands. 
Thus they have gained their confi- 
dence and communicated to then 
the ineftimable bleflings of the gof- 
pel. During this period they have 
baptized between twelve and thir- 
teen hundred Indians of different 
They have now a fettle- 
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ment in Canada, and three fettle- 
ments at Mufkingum ; and the 
faireft profpeds of foon having four 
flourifhing congregationsof Indians. 

For the furtherance of the gof- 
pel among the Heathen, three fo- 
cieties have been formed among the 
United Brethren; one in London 
as early as the year 1741. After 
fome interruption it was renewed 
in 1766. ‘This fociety has the 
whole care of the miflion on the 
coaft of Labrador, and affifts the 
other miffions as far as it is able, 
efpecially thofe within the Britith 
dominions. A fimilar one was 
formed at Amfterdam, in 1746. 
It has been fince renewed, at Ze- 
ift, near Utrecht. This fociety 
took upon itfelf the particular 
charge of the mifhion at the Cape 
of Good Hope. This fociety has 
been of late greatly injured by 
the prefent troubles in Holland, fo 
that it is unable to lend any confid- 
erable affiftance to the miffions. 
The miffion to the Hottentots is 
however fupported, and is confid- 
ered as one of the moft flourifhing. 

In the United States, a third 
was formed in 1787, and has been 
incorporated by the {tate of Pean- 
fylvania. This has been peculiar- 
ly adtive in {preading the gofpel a- 
mong the Indians in the American 
flates, and in Canada. ‘Thefe 
three focieties employ nearly one 
hundred and forty Mifhonaries. 
They have alfo the expenfe of fup- 
porting about 80 old refting or fu- 
peranuated Miffionaries, and wid- 
ows and children of Miffonaries. 
The average expenfe of the Breth- 
ren’s miflions, annually is about 
2600 pounds. 

With refpe@ to their manner of 
introduction among the Heathen, 
of their inftruftion and preaching, 
as far as it can be learned, from 
their publications and manufcripts, 
it is.as follows. When they wifh 





{Serr, 


to introduce the gofpel among any 
Heathen tribe or nation, they fend 
one or more miflionaries, who ap- 
pear tobe real friends to Chrift, and 
will facrifice all other confidera- 
tions to hisfervice. No other per- 
fons, they fay, are fit to be em- 
ployed in the work. They labor, 
with great prayerfulnefs and pa- 
tience, to form an intimate ac- 
quaintance and fricndfhip with one 
or more of that nation, and efpe- 
cially with fome men of influence 
among them, and by a faithful, 
friendly conduct to gain their con- 
fidence; that they may make them 
vifits, andreceive vifits from thems 
fo that there may be opportunities 
of converfing with them on reli- 
gion, of telling them of the love 
of Chrift to mankind, of our need 
of his great falvation, and of com- 
municating the gofpel to them. 
Great pains are taken, at the fame 
time, to obtain the language of the 
people to whom they are fent, and 
as foon as poffible to addrefs them 
in their proper mother tongue. Un- 
til this can be effected they em- 
ploy the beft interpreters, whom 
they can obtain. They take every 
opportunity of preaching Chrift in 
a plain and fimple manner to them, 
and recommend it by example. 
They do not judge it expedient in 
general to fend men of a liberai 
education as Mriffionarics, but 
choofe men of found doétrine, of 
prudence, known fortitude and 
good abilities from ameng the 
brethren. Men who are capable 
of enduring the neceffary fatigues 
and hardfiips of living among a 
wild and favage people. Where 
they meet a favorable reception and 
there is a profpeét of fuccefs, fev- 
eral of the brethren and fifters are 
fent to accompany the miflion, fo 
that they may be able daily to per- 
form focial worfhip, and give the 
Heathen examples of continually 
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worfhipping God and the Redeem- 
r. When a fufhcient number, in 
iny place, embrace the cofpel, 
{chools are eltablifhed, catechifing 
and books in the 
Janguage of thofe whom they in- 
{truét, are provided. Spelling 
books and a catechif{m, or fumma- 
ry of Chriftian doétrine, have been 
printed in the Greenland, Ef- 
quimaux, Delaware, Arawack, 
and Creole languages. ‘lhe breth- 
ren have alfo printed the harmony 
of the four gofpels in the Green- 
: nd language. Befides they have 
{mitted and written copies of 
ral parts of the f{criptures in 
d on Heathen languages. They 


is introduced, 


e likewife hymn books in the | 


‘ole and Grecnland diale& 
Ww herever they are able to “col- 
lect a congregation, they mect dal- 
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ly, morning or evening, for focial | 


worfhip. On the Lord’s day the 
Miffionaries are employed from the 
waing of the morning until 
night, in preaching, and in meeting 
different divifions of the con- 
ition, in attending to their 


Moravians. ¢ 9 


As they are ftri& in their difci- 
pline when churches are formed, 
fo they are alfo cautious with ref- 
pect to the manner of admiilion 
to baptifm, and the communion. 
When any are awakened to a fenfe 
of their guilt and danger, and need 
of a Saviour, and come to the Mii- 
fionaries for inftruction, and give 
in their names to them, they are 
called new people, and fpecial at- 
tention is paid to them. If they 
continue in their earneft defires to 
be faved from fin and to be initiated 
into the Chriftian church, they are 
called candidates for baptifm. Af- 
ter previous inftruétion, and a con- 
venient time of probation, they 
are baptized. If they then, by 
their converfation and walk, prove 
that they have not received the 
grace of God in vain, and defire 
to enjoy the communion, they are 
admitted once to be prefent as f{pec- 
tators, and then are confidered as 


candidates for communion, and 
| after fome further time of trial be- 


; people, and to fuch Heathen, ! 


vilit them, under concern for 
their alyatio n. 
The Mifhonaries have afhftants 
fen from the moft pious and re- 
pectable brethren and filters, to 
the people irom houfeto houfe, 
to attend the fick and infirm, and 
the ftate of individuals and 
of the whole congregation, among 
their converts from the Eieathen, 


in the fame manner asin their own 
congregations. ‘lhe males watch 
ver and mimfter to the brethren, 
id fitters perform the fame du- 
thes wit h refpe -& to fitters. "Thefe 
iicet the Miffionaries, at leaft once | 


d posers and make their report | 


|: 
| 
| 


) the i} > 


ie {late of the congregation. 
| hey < id 9 OC ccafionally oddest the 
Ngresation in their meetings on 
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come communicants. 
The money with which they 
fu t their mifli is all freel 
ipport their miflions is all freely 
given by the brethren, and by fuch 
charitable friends among other de- 


| Nominations, as are difpofed toaflit 


propagating 


them in their benevolent work of 
the gofpel among the 
Heathen. Every thing refpecting 
it is matter of free gift. In their 
articles of agreement they fay, “As 
‘we are conftrained to it by the 


‘love of Chrift, all the direGors, 


‘ afliftants and officers of the fo- 
‘ciety, renounce forever all de- 
‘ 


mands and clatms for falaries or 
rewards for fervices, and promife 
to do all which they do for the 
benefit of the fociety gratis.— 
The fociety will ever be ready 
and willing to provide, in a fath- 
erly manner, the neceflaries of 
© ife, for the Mifhonarics and their 
¢ affiftants, as alfo for their widows 
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€and children. Therefore the 
¢ Miflionaries and their affiftants 
‘ fhall, in conformity to the rules 
‘ of the brethren, fet afide all tem- 
‘poral views and intcrefts, and 
‘their fole and only care and en- 
* deavours fhall be to preach the 
‘ gofpel to the Heathen, to inftru&t | 
* them faithfully in the doétrine of | 
‘ Jefus and his apoftles, and fo by 
* word and example to encourage 
¢ them to virtue and induftry.” 

As they have congregations and 
agents in Great Britain, Holland, 
Germany, Switzerland, Denmark, 
Sweden andthe Ruffian dominions, 
and Miflionaries in the various 
Heathen countries which havebeen 
mentioned, a fraternal correfpond- 
ence is conftantly kept up between 
the three principal focieties, and 
all the congregations of the breth- 
ren, in the various parts of the 
world. ‘The defign of it is for in- 
formation with refpeét to the {tate 
of their churches, for the ftrength- | 
ening of the bonds of brotherly | 
love and union, and for mutual en- | 
couragement and afliftance in the | 
work of the Lord. 

Speaking of the fuccefs of their 
miffions, they fay, “What the moft 
* juft and excellent moral precepts 
* cannot effect, what all the power 
‘of philofophy cannot produce, 
* what all the arguments and elo- 
* quence of men cannot accomplith, 
‘ that is done by the word of re- 
© conciliation through the blood of 
©Chrift. Yet whois faufiicient for 
*thefe things! Not man indeed, 
* no, not the wifelt, belt and moft 
* zealous of men. Our fufficiency 
‘is of God, to whom be all the 
‘ glory for ever and ever.” 

How ought the preceding hifto 
ry of the exertions and fuccefs of | 
a poor people, few in number, who | 
have been driven from their own, 
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ting the gofpel among the poor 
Heathen, to reprove all other de- 
nomirations of Chriftians? How 
ought it to fhame and humble 
them, that while they have lived 
in affuence and pleafure, are nu- 
merous and powerful, and in all 
refpeéts under far better circum. 
itances, they have done, compar- 
atively, nothing in this truly apof- 
tolic bufinefs! How ought it to 
awaken alltheir zeal and exertions, 
for the future, to fpread the king. 
dom of Jefus among the unhappy 
nations, who are perifhing for lack 
of vifion? How vaitly different 
would the ftate of the werld now 
have been, had all other denomi- 
nations of Chriltians employed the 
fame felf-denial, exertions, and pa- 
tience, which they have done in 
this glorious work? How many 
thoufands who have perifhed with- 
out the knowledge of God and the 
Saviour, might have been faved? 
How many nations who row fit 
in the region of the fhadow otf 
death might have enjoyed the light 
of the gofpel, and been now wor- 
fhipping the exalted Redeemer, 
and triumphing in his great falve 
tion. 

Should not the example of thefe 
brethren in offering themfelves 
cheerfully to be Miflionaries, and 
travelling to the molt diftant coun- 
tries and amongft the moft ftupid 
people, and fpending their lives in 
labors to convert them, awaken in 
our pious and hardy youth and 
middle aged people a like zeal, and 
engagednefs in carrying the gofpel 
to their perifhing fellow-men ? 

Does not the fuccefs of this 
people, among the moft ftupid and 
barbarous nations, demonttrate, 
that the civilization of a people 1s 
not abfolutely neceflary, to their 
chriftianization? And that it is not 
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wild and favage ? Shall Chriftians 
any longer adopt the language of 
the fluggard, 4 lion is without, we 
Shall be flain in the fireets, and fold 
up their hands, while millions are 
perifhing for the want of their af- 
fiftance ? Shall we not rather hear 
the command of our mighty Re- 


and preach the gofpel to every crea- 
ixre ? Shall we not imitate his ex- 


Thoughts en the future glory, &c. 


gi 


Thoughts on the future glory of the 
Fewilh Nation. 

HE friends of Chriftianity 

who have paid the clofett 

attention to the prophecies, are 

agreed that the time is not far dif- 





} 


ample, who loved and died for | 


mankind, and love our perifhing 


fellow-men ! Shall we not deny | 


an : irfely h ay | 
and exert ourleives that they may | by the writer of this Effay that he 


be faved ? De we tafte the {fweets 
cf pardoning mercy and rejoice in 
the falvation of the gofpel, and 


fhallwe not invite others to the | 


heavenly repait ? 

Shall we not difcern the figns of 
thetimes, and deriveencouragement 
from the providence and _promifes 
cf God ? Has he not at this pesi- 
od, awakened, in many parts of 
Proteftant chriftendom, an uncom- 
mon attention to the ftate of the 
heathen, and to preater exertions 
for the propagation of the gofpel, 
than hath ever before been, fince 
the age of the apoftles ? Can it be 
imagined that he is doing this with. 
out fome wife and glorious end, 
which he is about to anfwer ? Does 
It not carry an intimation, that the 
time is about to commence, ia 
which he will give to his fon, The 
Lleathen for his inheritance and the 
uttermoft parts of the earth for his 
poffefion ? Hath he fpoken and 
will he not do it ? Shall we not all 
therefore arife to the help of the 
Lord, and be co-workers with 
him ? Shall we not mott liberally 
and cheerfully give our money, em- 
ploy our time and powers for this 
blefied purpofe ; and pray without 
Cealing, Thy kingdom come, thy 
tvill be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. nen. 


tant, when the earth fhall le filled 


| with the knowledce of the glory of 


deemer, Go yeinto all the world, | 


the Lord, as the waters cover the 
fea; and that the converfion of 
the Jews to the faith of the gofpel, 
will conftitute a very important 
part of the approaching profperity 
ofthe church. It is not prefumed 


can offer any thing new on this 
fubje&. The attention of the rea- 
der may be excited, by a plain re- 
view of truths which are generally 
known, to fearch the fcriptures 
with greater diligence, and to pray 
with more fervor for the enlarge- 
ment and profperity of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom. 

Whether the Jews will return to 
the land which God gave untotheir 
fathers, and be no more removed 
from it, | fhall not now inquire, 
but fhall confine myfelf to the fub- 
jeet of their converfion to Chrif- 
tianity. “That this happy event 
will take place is evident from ma- 
ny paffages of {cripture. 

I fhall fele&t only a few of the 
principal ones. 

The firft paffage I fhall introduce 
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is recorded in Jeremiah xxxi. 31 
—34- LRehold, the days come faith 
the Lord, that I will make a new 
covenant with the houfe of Ifracl, 
and with the houfe of Fudch: Not 
according to the covenant that I 
made with their fathers, in the day 
that I took them by the hand, to 
bring them out of the land of E- 
gypt, (which my covenant they 
brake, although I was an hufband 
_ unto them faith the Lord ;) but this 
| fhall be the covenant that I will 
| make vith the houfe of Ifrael ; af- 
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ter thofe e days, fuith the L ord, I | 
will put my law in ibeir inward 
parts, and crite it in their hearts ; 
and will be ibeir God, and i 
faall be my pe opie And they joall 
teach no more every man his n is! r 
bor, and pi man ~ brothe 

faying, Know the Lord: For a 


Seal all know me, from da leaft if 


them unto the greatefl of them, [faith 

the Lord : For L will forgive their 
iniquity, andI will remember their 
Sin no more. 
ceived but a {mall acce mphi fhment, 
either on the return of the Ifracl 

ites from Babylon, or in the ag 

of the apoftles s the only | ult pe- 
riods in which any’ can fuppofe i 
was fulfilled. The Hractites have 
not, in any one generation fiace 


This pre diétion re- 


a oy : 
10 univerially p1ous 


as this pre yphe- 
cy affirms. 


When have there be en 
anv appearances among them which 
ravers to , the defcription, of all 
e Lord, from the l ajl of 
ot en unto the Lre tefl of them 2” 
The time is yet future when she 
Lord will be ed God, ane they 
foal be hi is peo; pdle, in the extenfive 
fenfe of this predi€tion and t rom- 
ife. 
Let us next attend £0 Hof ry lll. 
4, 5- For the children of Lfrael hall 
abide many days avithie 
without a prince, and without a fac 


tre . rad, , : 
vifice, and without an imasze, and 


? 7 e { ‘ 
without an ephod, and without ter-| bora. ‘The p erfon in this text 
i ee o | oe ee 

Afterward feall ihe chil-\ who is pierced by the inhabitants 


of Jerufalem is Jef fi 


aphim. 
dren of Lfrael return, and feek the 
Lord their God, and David their 
hing ; and fhall fear the Lord and 
his goodnefs in the latter days. The 
time was fhort in which the chil- 
dren of Ifrael abode in Chaldea, 
and remained without the means 


enjoyed in Jerufaicm. The peri- 
od exprefied by many day ts applies 
only totheir dil (perfion fince their 
city and temple 


ut a king, and 


future giory 
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the Romans. It is declared that 
afier thefe many days, the children 
of Ifrael will return, and /feek the 
Lord their God and seated iheir 
king. By David inthis pr mgnoey 
is meant the Mefhiah ; who did not 


,| come intothe world until a Jong 


time after their return from their 
Babylonian captivity, and but a 


fhort time before their prefe nt ¢ 
t verlion. Moreover, the piety 01 
the children of Lfrael dcferibe: i by 


Hofea, is reprefented as ta ing 
place in the fatter days. ‘Lhe 


| phr ife dutter days, or la ft days, | 1S 


i 


oft wrens ufed in fcrips ure Cl- 


+h, 


ue whole 0 


mm 


ther tor > Seems part of 


ihe period which ‘ple with the 


coming of Chrift in the flefh. It 


1 is mantfelt that the I rophecy before 
their departure from ioypt, been | 


us looks forward to the national 


converfion of the Jews, when they 


iit 


Witt 
whom David the king of Lfraci 
was fo illut rious a type. 
1 1  . 
J will mention but one paflace 
more in the Old 'Veftament, and 
hat is contained in Zechariah xu. 
10. And ft ——s upon the how 
Das ( idy ind _ i the ink habitant 
an & « o} rips ie nS ‘ and th 5 foal i// 
look up ot me whe m they have piere 
J 
cedy and il ey feall mourn for him 
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is of Nazareth. 
Yo him it ts exprefsly applied in 
John xix. 37. And again another 


aa . eee J) ) }, 
(CY ipiure fa bh, i Lev fhall look an 


. , J , J 
him whom they have pierced. ‘The 


| forrow which the Jews are repre- 


| fented asfecling when the 


of religious initru@ion which they | upon the Mefliah whom they had 


» look 
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ua 


wa 


selene is godly forrow, and con- 
fe quentl ly involves in tts nature 
¢ Vie in ngelical repentance. It is the 


were defltroyed by fruit of the out-pouring of the 
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fpirit 0 of grace and fupplications. 
‘The mourning in that day will be 
univerfal. It appears rom the 
iat there will be a great 
mourning in Fernfalem ; hike the 
Jamentations which were uttcred 
in that city when king Jofiah fell 
in battle, in the valley of Megid- 
do. It is faid in veife 12, that 
ihe land fhall mourn 3 and thence 
to the end of the chapter, the 
mourning is deferibed a being car- 
ried into every family and into the 
clofet. Such a day of god ly for- 
row for fin as is held up by Zech- 
ariah, goes far beyond what took 
place among the Jews on the day 
of Pentecoft, or what hath been 
in any other period fiance there was 
achurch on the earth. Several 
thoufand of the Jews were con- 
verted to the faith of the gofpel in 
he Apoftolic age, and a few indi- 
viduals mane been converted fince, 
but the bo dy of the nation have for 
many hundred years been given up 
to hardnefs of heartand blindnefs of 
mind. The prophecy of Zecha- 
riah muft refer to a day yet to 
come, when the Jews then alive 
will univerfally, with believing, 
contrite hearts, embrace the Med- 
fiah who was crucified without the 
gates of Jerufalem. 
Leaving the Old T« 
3 pals to the 


the x1. cha 


ftament let 
e New, and attend to 
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that the rejection of the Jews is 
not total, and | by dec} that it 
willnot be final. In the firf* part 


ii 
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if ing 
ta) 
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cafe as an exception 
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eral wretchednefs of his 


min. He ¢ i on to mention the 
feven thouland 


did not 
bow the knee to Baal in the de- 
eenerate 


men who 


Ps v) Le 
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and applies that fact to hits prefent 


pur} ofe In ver. 5. Liven fo ihen, at 


the riches of the Gentil’s 


| fall , or their apofta ey and fubfe- 


this pref. at tine 
nant accor ding tothe elechion of crace 
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d Sy that the 
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abundantly appears 
1tth verfe and onwat 
r jection of the Jews final. 
1 fa y then Lave they. Nucmbi hd that 
they yw ld fall ? God ; wrbid : but 
ratier through their fall falvation 
is weed unio the 
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world, andl the d 11 inifoir 


A) rT" : 
more ther Sulnefs © .il Juinefs of 


the Jews is fet over _— 
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bai INnpatwering, Wil De imirumMmen- 
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ina much higher degree. Omit- 


| ting other quotations which might 


be taken from this chapter, J pafs 
on to the ke and 26th verfes. 
FF ur / WI uld n ad 10k, i; eth ren, that ‘Ne 


fh i ld le ign! ra? f 0 t th nS myflery ’ Vs 
(1:2 ve fhould be evife in your own 


conceit ‘ that bl: lindnefs in part is 
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of the Geils «ind fo 
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way ungodlinefs from Jacob. Thefe 
words are too plain to need any 
comment. It is manifeft from 
them that the Jews will, as a body, 
be turned from their unbelief, and 
will acknowledge Jefus Chrilt as 
their Redeemer. 

he removal of the blindnefs 
of the Jews and their return to the 
church will be a wonderful event 
What foull the receiving of them 
but life from the dead ? ‘Their re- 
covery will refemble a refurreétion 
from the grave. It will throw 
great light upon the {criptures ; 
and will fill the minds of believers 
of all nations with admiration and 
praife. 

T fhall conclude this Effay with 
the infcription put upon the monu- 
ment of Rabb: Fudah Monis, who 
was born in Italy, and ended his 
life in Northborough, Maffachu- 

{etts. 
g INSCRIPTION. 

“ Here lie buried the remains of 
Raker Juoan Monts, M. A. 
Late Hebrew inft: uGor 
At Harvard College in Cambridge ; 
Yn which office he continued 40 years. 
He was by birth and religion a Jew, 
But embraced the Chrittian faith ; 
And was publickly baptized 
At Cambridge, A. D. 1722, 

And departed this life 
April 25th, 1764, 

Aged eighty-one years, two months 
and twenty-one days. 

A native branch of Jacob fee, 
Which once from off its olive broke, 
Regrafted in the living tree, 

Of the reviving fap partook. 

From teeming Zion’s fertile womb, 
As dewy drops in early morn, 

Or rifing bodies from the tomb, 

At once be Ufracl’s nation born.” B. 


(To be continued.) 





Letter on the Soversienrr of Gon, 
to a friend, under ferious impref- 
Jtons. 
SIR, 
AM happy to find, that of 
Jate, your attention is taken up 
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Jovereignty of 
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fo entirely, with the concerns of 


eternity. God has taken hold of 
your confcience. I hope it is his 
defign, to make you a veflel of 
mercy. I find you are much dif- 
turbed with thefovereignty of God, 
in the difpenfations of his grace. 
This is not uncommon, with peo- 
ple in your circumf{tances ; but it 
is an evidence of the enmity of the 
carnal heart againf{t God. God is 
ithewing you your heart. You have 
heretofore had little acquaintance 
with yourfelf, in refpect to your 
relation to God. You will find, 
that your natural oppofition to him 
is as great, as the fcriptures have 
reprefented it. 

1 will take the liberty, to make 
to you fome obfervations, on the 
i God ; and on that 
appofition ta tt, which fo often ap- 
pears among men. 

The fov ercignty of God confifls 
in his doing whatever he pleafes. 
In the exercife of this foverei gntys 
he has created what worlds, and 
what intelligent creatures, he faw 
fit. He manages and difpofes of 
them, in all circum({tances, as he 
thinks proper. He gives them 
fuch abilities and accommodations, 
as he choofes. In his own wif- 
dom, he brings men into being, 
in this, or that age of the world. 
He orders the circumftances of 
their country, parentage, conftitu- 
tion of body, education, profperi- 
ty, or adverfity. He gives, or 
withholds the light of the gofpel. 
Where the light of the gofpel is 
enjoyed, he fometimes attends it 
with the influences of his fpirit, fo 
that many are awakened, and bro’t 
home to Chrift ; and at other times, 
he withholds thofe influences, and 
the people are ftupid. He awa- 
kens and renews one, and another 
is left. He has mercy on whom 
he will have mercy and whom he 
will he hardeneth. ‘They are har- 
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dened by thofe very means, by 
which they ought to be perfuaded 
to repent, and believe the gofpel. 
He doth all things according to 
the counfel of his own will.— 
There is none can ftay his hand, 
or fay unto God, What doeft 
thou ? 

But the fovereignty of God is 
not the gratification of a capricious 
fpirit. He does not aét like an 
unreafonable defpot. He is in- 
finitely wife and judicious, in the 
management of his creatures. He 
manifefts infinite goodnefs in his 
dealings. Doubtlefs he can affign 
a fufficient reafon, for the creation 
of the world, and of all his crea- 
tures—why he placed them in fuch 
circumftances, under fuch laws, 
and difpofes of them as he does. 
He has told us his objet: It is 
the public good, or greateft gen- 
eral happinefs. He enriches his 
creatures, with the be{t manifefta- 
tions of his own glorious perfec- 
tions by his admini(tration, and he 
gratifies his benevolence,and makes 
all things work together, for the 
good of them that love him. This 
isa laudable object. He has wil- 
dom to devife the means, and pow- 
er to accomplifh it. He takes his 
meafures, and without afking leave 
of creatures, who are but ot yef- 
terday, purfues his object. He 
does whatever will in the end bef! 
anfwer his main defign. All things 
were at firlt created, and are con- 


ftantly managed for this end. He} gotoruin? It is detirable that the 


makes as many worlds, and as ma- 
ny creatures as are neceflary to 
it. He orders their circumttan- 
ces, and controls their aétions, 
and will produce the greateft ven- 
eral good, in defiance of all op- 
pofition. All oppofition will in 
the end be overruled to fubferve 
tt. Nothing is in vain: All 
things anfwer his benevolent pur- 


pofes—This is his foyereignty. 


On the Sovereignty of God. 








95 


It is his fixed control and govern- 
ment of all things, to anfwer de- 
figns the moft defirable and excel- 
lent, that can be devifed, by his in- 
finite wifdom.—God is the author 
of all things. He hasa right to 
do what he will, with his own. 
The cattle upon a thoufand hills 
are his. Hisright to Angels and 
men is as well founded, as to the 
beafts of the field. Certainly he 
has a right to ufe them, to accom- 
plifh fuch defirable ends. 

The dominion of God is necef- 
farily fovereign. He has no fupe- 
rior, or equal with whom he may 
take counfel. None is able to give 
it. He can do nothing in any oth- 
er way, bet a fovereign way. He 
mult do what he does, of his 
own will, without advice or di- 
rection. Who was there to tell 
him how far to extend creation, 
what government to inftitute a- 
mong his creatures, and how to 
order the things of his providence? 
He was obliged to adopt his own 
plans. “Who hath known the mind 
of the Lord, and who hath been 
his counfellor :’ 

The fovereignty of God is de- 
firable. If God were unwilling 
to take the managenient of all 
things into his hands, who would ? 
Whom could we tru{t? Who has 
fuficient wifdom, or power ?— 
Would not hie creatures be ready 
to apply to him, and entreat, that 
he would not fuffer every thing to 


general intereft of the univerfe 
fhould profper. It is a bleffing, 
that he has undertaken to bring it 
about. “The benevolent rejoice in 
it. Jt demands the acknowledg- 
ments of all. “ ‘The Lord reigns, 
let the earth rejoice, let the multi- 
tude of the ifles be glad thereof !* 

Befides: In the matter of the 
difperfations of faving srace, Who 
fhall tell God how to beltow it? 
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which of us fhall fix on the prop- 
er petfons ? Shall it be left to eve- 
ry one to do as he thinks fit, about 
accepting mercy ? ‘his would be 
altonuh.ng; grace. But is it not 
fo with es? And do not all with 
one confent refufe it? Shall all 
then be left to their fatal choice? 
Shall there be no example of mer- 
cy? Some mutt be left, as veflels 
of wrath, to thew his wrath, and 
make his power known. Whom 
fhall he take, and whom fhail he 
jeave ? He can tell. Let the bu- 
finefs remain with him. ‘hank 
him that he will attend to it. Let 
him have mercy on whom he will 
have mercy, an J ae ave whom he 
will, tobe the monuments of juitice, 
to anfwer a neceff. ary purpofe—to 
fupport the energy of his beneft- 
cent moral government. iil have 
deferved his wrath, and no one has 
reafon to complain, if he fuifers it. 
God knows as well how to order 
in this matter, as in others: and 
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{ings again{t his government. Men 
oppote d God, w hen they rebel a- 
gainit his laws—when they reply 
againf{thim, becaufe he has given 
them fuch fmatl abilit ies—placed 
them in fuch circum{tances—given 
them fuch feeble con#itutions-—and 


raifed them up, in fuch an age and 


pation and ordered all their cir- 


I 
cumftances as he has. God faw 
—_ ; 
proper fo to order their circumftan- 
ces; and diflike to his cealings is 


replying againft him. Oppofition 


true and rightcous are his judg. | 


ments. None qoene” fear an unde- 
ferved or unreafonable punifhment. 


The lolt are pu {] 


hedefor then 
crimes, and according tothewr own 
doings ; and fuch as 


are faved to tl 


ale pardoned, 
ic glory of ade 
mercy, and from the geodnefs « 

his heart. He will | heve mercy o1 
whom he will have mercy, 
he endures, with much long-fuffer 
ing, the veffzis of wrath, fi ted to 
deftrudiion. It tres in his breatt, 
to deal with criminals accordin 7 to 
Jaw and tuitice : or 
pardon them p4 


to renew unc 
and he pertcdtly 
underiiands how to diffe ( 
them, to the bei advantage. Ar: 
let him do it. 
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to God often appears in mens in 


| their being difpleafed with the ool- 


pel—the terms on which falvation 
is offercd—the holinefs and feli- 
denial which are require¢—and 
the duties enjoined. Men fome- 
times are bitter az unft God’s gen- 
eral providence, becaufe he ‘will 
not let people “wee their wills in 
every thing——-becaufe he keeps 
their flate and circumitances in his 
own hands, and at his own difpo- 
fal. He does his will among the 
inhabitants o. the earth 3 and fuc! 
ily agall ft God.— 
But ect are never more obftinate- 
ly difpofed to reply againit God, 
in any thing, than in his difpenfing 
faving grace, ta whom he pleafes. 
‘Lhe hearts of men are often preat- 
ly cxafperated againft God, on 
this account. Some fay he is cru- 
el—unjult—a re{pecter of perfons, 
and fome, Why doth he yet find 
vault with the peo ; for avha 
All, who 
object again{t his fovereignty, in 
; {s, oppofe God. They 
they have forfeited 
ail t] MNS, and have deferved his 
They do not confider that 
they had nothing but wrath to ex- 
till he offcred them mercy ; 

now, unlefs they receive it as 

ed ; cay that they are not 

to expe, t God will, by his 
ver, ¢ Le them to acccpt of it, 

be pleafes. Such as object, 


ha / i ehfled his will s 
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that God ought to give the offers 
of mercy to all, if to any—that 
he ought to renew all, if any, and 
that he ought to deal with all alike, 
reply againft God. There are 
thofe, who deny the fovereignty of 
God, in the difpenfations of his 
grace. They reply again{t the 
tellimony of his word, and the 
facts, which take place under his 
government. ‘The oppofition of 
fome has been daringly expreffed, 
by faying, * If I believed this of 
God, I never would concern my- 
felf about duty, or futurity, nor 
care to what lengths of fin againft 
God, I might proceed.’—You 
will eafily fee, what is implied in 
oppofing the fovereignty of God. 
It is replying againft any of his 
adminiftrations. 

If you, in the anguifh of your 
heart, are fenfible, that you have 


more or lefs of this fpirit, I with | 


you to reflect ferioufly upon it. 
Confider well that expreflion of 
an infpired writer, * Nay, but, 
Oman, who art thou that replieft 


againft God? Shall the thing for- | 


med, fay to him that formed it, 
Why haft thou made me thus 2” 
You would not ftand forth to give 
God counfel, tell him what worlds 


to make—-what creatures, and | 


what laws to give them—how he 
hall deal with criminals—with 
criminals who rejest offered mercy. 
You would not prefume to tell him, 
wherein his own glory lies, and by 
what the interefts of the univerfe 
may he fecured. Shall a man tell 
infinite wifdom, what is wife, in- 
itruét Omnifcience, teach his ma- 
ker? And does oppofition to the 
fovereignty of God, in his admin- 
iitrations, fall much fhort of this ? 
If you are tempted to difbelieve 
this fovereignty, I intreat you to 
confider, whether it be not pre- 
fumptuous, in a mortal man, to at- 
tempt to rob the charaéter of God, 
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of a neceffary, and defirable per 
fe&tion, the want of which would 
quite undeify hina ; and which is 
proved, even by the very exiftence 
ofthe world! Can you be tempt- 
ed to deny it, but from a fpirit, 
which is willing to admit of no 
fuperior, and will not be depend- 
ent? When we can command the 
earth to provide us bread, forbid 
difeafe to approach us, direét the 
king of terrors to keep at a dif- 
tance, and provide for ourfelves, 
we fhall not need a fuperior ; till 
then itis our wifdom to ca{t our- 
felves upon the protection of God, 
and rejoice in his wife, and univer- 
fal government Confider, wheth- 
er it be advifable, for a creature to 
tell God, that if he extends mer- 
cy to one, he muft to all; that he 
mult do no more for one, than for 
another rebel; that this would be 
fhowing refpect to perfons, though 
he makes one a veflel to honor, and 
another to difhonor, with a view to 
promote the public good, and is not 
at all influenced, by private affec- 





tion. Ifthis be unjuft, fhow him 
the perfon thet is treated worfe 
than he deferves.—What wicked- 
| nefs to reply againft God, for hav- 
| ing mercy on whom he will have 
mercy, and giving over whom he 
will, to their own way ; what pre- 
fumption ? How awful to fay, if 
believed in the fovereignty of God, 
in choofing the veflels of mercy, 
I would not care, to what extent 
of wickednefs I might proceed. 
| Look at this. Is it meet to fay 
this to him who offers mercy, that 
mercy, which the finner rejects. 
| What if God, willing to fhew his 
wrath,and make his power known, 
at prefent endures this from fin- 
ners, with much long fuffering, 
while he offers mercy, and while 
they, as veflels of wrath, are fit- 
ting for deftruction ? Will they 
not, in this way, be foon fitted ? 
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They hide their talent, becaufe 
they fay, God isan auftere being. | 
Out of their own mouths they will 
be judged. ‘Think, what it is for | 
a worm thus to reply againft God 
—for a rebel, amidit the offers of 
mercy, thus to juftify himfelf, in 
rejecting it. Think of pollution 
contending with infinite purity. 
«« Nay, but, O man, who art thou, 
that replieft againft God 2” 

I have written fo largely on this 


fabje&, becaufe the fovereignty of | 
God is a main do&rine of F Chrif- 


tianity. It isthe great fubject of 


» ' “ } 
the controverfy, between God and 


finners. Itis thatto which in the 
firft place, the finner mutt be re- 
conciled.. ‘Lill he has fufficient 
confidence in the perfedtions of 
God, to truft him with the gov- 
ernment of his own world, he 


never can be fuited with his do- | 


minion. 


Since the fovereignty of God | 


is not an unreafonable, capricious 
management ; but the refult of 
counfel, wifuom, and goodnefs— 
fince he mutt bea fovereign, or he 


can do noting, and fince his gov- | 


ernment is defirable, all objec- 
tions again{t it, are unreafonable, 
and abominable ; they proceed 
from depravity and arrogance. 
The government of God is our 
principal fource of confolation.— 
When evils abouad, and wicked 
men are deviling incalculable mif- 


chiefs, itis a conflation, that he | 


can limit their progrefs, and fay, 


hitherto fhall thou come, but no | 


further and here {hall thy proud 
rage be ftayed. 


way to hell, he can arreft them 
in their courfe, and bow their 
hearts. He can have mercy on 
whom he will have mercy—His 
people fhall be willing in the day of 
his power. You, I fuppofe, are con- 
yinced of the utter wickednefs of 
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| your portion, is the fervent wifh of 
' 
| 
! 
| 


When finners are | 
rejecting Chrift, and taking the | 
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_ your heart. You know by full ex. 
| perience, that the common motives 
to godlinefs can have no falutary 
effet on you. You then have caufe 
to rejoice in this fovereignty. It is 
your only hope. God can, and 
who knows but he will fubdue 
your heart. Should you be recon- 
ciled to God, before this reaches 
you, you will impute your falvation 
to fovereign g grace ; not to any pre- 
| difpofition to poodnels i in yourlelf. 

Let us join the praifes of angels, 
on this fubjeét, faying, “ Alleluia, 
for the Lord God Omnipotent 
reigneth.”? “hat you may rejoice 
in this God, and choofe him a3 


Yours, &c. J. 


FROM THELONDON EVANGCLICAL 
MAGAZINE. 





Letters on the exemplary behavior 
of Miniflers. 
Foun 
(Continued from page 66.) 

LETTER 


DEAR SIR, 
ie addition to the cautions given 
B in my former letter, I weal 
fay to you, 4thly, That you fhould 
_ beware of ever envying or gtiev- 
ing at the dignity, fame, profperi- 
ty or ufefulnefs of others.* Such 
a temper or conduct proceeds from 
_ pride which is the leading linea- 
ment of the Devil’s countenance.4 
It marks men’s ignorance, and hin- 
ders them from being edified by 
the gifts of others-t Tt marks 
either the want or weaknefs 
grace. Itiscontrary to al! Chrif- 
tian love to God or men.§ It 
hinders our making the glory of 
God our chief end, and blafphemes 


By the late Rev. 


Brown of Haddington. 





* Rom. i.29. 2 Cor. xii. 20. Gal. 
v.21. +1 Tim. iii. 6. $ Num. xi. 29 
§ x Cor. xiii. 4. 
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him as if he had no right to dif- 
tribute his own gifts and grace, or 
had not fkill or equity to do it a- 
right.* It hinders thankfulnefs 
to him, and contentment with our 
own condition ; and tends to mur- 


r both our foul and body.f It 


appears moft unreafonable, when | 


we icrioufly confider, that it is not 
the meafure of our gifts, but our 


| 
| 
| 


faithful improvement of them that | 


avails before God ; that in many 
cafes and circumftances, inferior 
endowments are moft adapted to 


ufefulnefs, as iron, in many cafes, | 


is more ufeful than gold ; that God 


will call us to account for no more ! 
gifts than he beftows upon us; that | 


Rany others have {maller meafures 
of gifts ; that God is under obli- 
gation to none, and may do with 
his own what he pleafes ; 


and that | 


great gifts expofe to great envy, | 


trials, and dangers.~ sthly. Be- 
ware of all appearances of oblti- 


temper, efpecially in matters which 
are In 


Exemplary behavior of Miniflers. 69 


liberation ; is not kept within due 
bounds ; ts not proportioned to the 
offence ; is expreffed in an ime 
proper manner; or is of undue 
continuance.* This frame of mind 
darkens and ftupifies the under- 
ftanding ; infuriates the paflions ; 
unfits the foul for the 
religion ; renders reproofs ufelefs ; 
involves us in fin and danger ; and 
expofes to diflike, contempt and 
hatred.t 7thly. Shun every ap- 
pearance of .or approach to intem- 
perance in eating and drinking, and 
all temptations thereto.t As you 
value the honor of God, and the 
credit of your facred profeflion, 
carefully avoid alli approaches to 
drunkenneis, whether in ‘private 
houfes or places of public concourfe. 
Give no countenance to riotous 
conviviality, which hath fometimes 
given great and jult {candal to fe- 
rious minds, after ordinations, and 


| the adminiftration of the Holy 
nacy, or of a {tiff and felf-willed — 


themfelves indifferent or | 


doubtful.§ Avoid, in like man- | 


ner, a contentious difpofition, in- 


a a . } 
clining you to contend for things | 


not plainly revealed, or 
Providence is notcalling to contend 
forthem, and no ground, to hope 
for edification by it || 
er indulge the leatt approach to, 
or appearance of, intemperate an- 
cer; I mean, anger on account 
ot things not really finful, but 
which are merely the involuntary 
defeéts of men 3 or anger on ac- 
count of difaoreeable events of the 
Providence of God; or anger 
which proceeds not from true de- 


Jo. iii. 8. =x Cor. xi, + Job v. 
2. PL cxii. 10. $ Eccl. ii. Gen. XXXVii, 
tum. xi. andxvi. x Sam, xviii. § Job 
Mul. 2 «6 Prov. x33. 15, and xxvi. £2. 

2Pet. i. 10. Titi. 7. ij Tit. 
-7?. 2 Timi. 24. Gal. viv tn. 1 Cor, 
wl. 16. 


when | 


6thly. Nev- | 


Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper ; 
occafions when your mind ought to 
be peculiarly devout and fpiritual. 
Such intemperances, ‘fuitable only 
to the Heathen priefts of Bacchus, 
will render the mind utterly inca- 
pable to difcern and penetrate into 
the things of God.§ It is a no- 
ted mark of falfe prophets,|} and 
is a diftemper which can {carce be 

cured.q7 As before God, I fo- 


| lemnly charge you, to refift every 





| 


inward rijing of irregular defire, 
and all unbecomi ing familiarities 
with the other fex.** Criminal in- 
dulgencies of this kind grieve the 


fpirtt of God ;¢+ carry away all 





* Pf. xxxix. g. Eph. iv. 26, 27. 
Rom.i. 31. + 1 Tim. ii. 8 Prov. 
xiv. 17, and xxii. 24. Eccl. wit. g. 
¢ Luke xxi. 34. § Lev. x. 8—rr, 
j Ifaiah lvi. 12. Mic. i. t1, and iii. 
5s. & Prov. xxiii. 35. Hof. iv. rr. 
he mg v. 3—6. 2 Tim. i, 2%. 
++ Eoh. iv. 29, 30. 1 Cor. vi 15— 
19, and iii. 16, 17 


exercifes of 
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the powers of the foul with them; 
ftupify the confcience ; weaken 
and difpate the judgment ; while 
the leaft appearance or fufpicion of 
them will render a minifter and 
his miniftrations contemptible and 
detefted.* I fhall, in my next, 
fpecify and recommend to you 
fome of the Chriftian graces and 
tempers, which are cfpecially be- 
coming in your ftation and charac- 
ter. Inthe mean while, I remain 
very affeStionately yours, &c. 


(To be continued.) 





An Account of a work of Divine 
grace in a Revival of Religion, 
in a number of Congregations in 


New-England, in the years 1798 | 


and 1799, ina feries of Letters 
to the Editors. 


[Continued from page 64. ] 
LETTER IV. 
From the Rev. Peter Starr, of 
Warreua. 


GENTLEMEN, 
BOUT the firft of March, 
1799, we began to have 


religious conferences, on Sabbath | 


evenings. Not more attended fora 
number of weeks, than could be 
conveniently accommodated in a 
private room. At this time, there 
appeared to be more of a fpirit of 
enquiry, than ufual, and a more 
folemn attention to preaching. In 
June and July, the minds of a num- 
ber were ferioufly impreffed ; and 
the ferioufnefs became gencral thro’ 
the town. Chriftians were re- 
markably flirred up toa fpirit of 
prayer, and to {peak more frequent- 
{y to one another, about the things 
of religion. Some who heretofore 
had great doubts, whether they had 
ever experienced a work of grace 
in their hearts, began now to have 
their evidences of it more clear, 





* x Pet.ii, 13. 1 Sam. ii. 32-17, 30, 
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and their hopes more eftablifhed, 
and were better fatisfied that it was 
their duty to profefs their faith, 
and join the church. 

The awakening at firft feemed 
to be chiefly among heads of fam- 
ihes. Itis remarkable, that num- 
bers have been the fubjets of this 
work, who bcfore appeared to be 
far from the kingdom of God, 
were confidered very erroneous in 
their fentiments, and were fuppo- 
fed to haveimbibed opinions, which 
favored of Deifm, and Univerfal- 
ifm. Several perfons, who at firft 
{coffed, and ridiculed the feriouf- 
| nefs of others, have fince been a- 
| wakened, and appear cordially to 
embrace that religion, which they 
before defpifed in others. 

In Augutft, the minds of a num- 
ber of the youth began to be 1m- 
| prefled, who till then had appear- 
ed carelefs and ftupid. They foon 
{et up weekly conferences, and 
| have continued them ever fince. 
| "Theydefired me, whenever I could, 
to attend with them: and when I 
' was not prefent, fome of them 
prayed, and a printed fermon was 
| commonly read, accompanied with 
| the finging of pfaims and hymns. 
A number of the youth, who 
| have been the fubjecis of this work, 
| and have joined the Church, were 
heretofore leaders in their vain 
amufements. 

In September, Oétober, and 
November, we had weekly lec- 
tures, preached by the neighboring 
Minifters, which, by the blefling 
of God, were attended with happy 
efefts. Thro’ the winter, I have 
had occafion to attend four, and 
five conferences, in a week, in dif- 
ferent parts of the town. Since 
the awakening began among us, 
between feventy and eighty have 
joined the church; and fuch as, 
in the judgment of charity, we 
hope have witneffed a good confct- 








1% 


fion. 
have 
Son 
good 
hath 
tares 
ent ¢ 
ly cl 
will: 
T 
free ; 
meml 
iniqu 
love 


hhe ¢ 
hath 
T his 
mary 

W 
“CCOl 
hithe 
mark 
enth 
fecm 
than 
Wii 


cerns 


ic fle, 
fenti 
licye 








1800. | 


fion. But at the fame: time, we 
have reafon to fear, that while the 
Son of Man hath been fowing 
good feed in his field, the evil one 
hath been alfo bufy, in fowing 
tares ; and that the prefent appar- 
ent goodnefs of fome, like the ear- 
ly cloud, and the morning dew, 
will foon vanifh away. 

Thus the Lord, in his infinitely 
free and fovercign grace, hath re- 
membered us in our low cflate, when 
iniquity was abounding, and the 
love of many waxing cold. When 
the enemy was coming in among us 


ihe a flood, the Spirit of the Lord 


hath Jet up a flandard againfi him. | 


This is the Lord’s doings, and it is 
marvellous in our eyes. 

With reference to the foregoing 
account, I would obferve, that 
oo the work hath been re- 

narkably fice from every thing like 
enthut jafm, or extravagance. It 
feemed more like a fmall flill vetce, 
than dike the rufbing of any mighly 

wind. ‘The minds of the con- 
were apparently borne 
rent with a lively fenfe, that 
their hearts and practices had 
not been right with God; and 
that there was a controverfy fub- 
fiiting between their Maker and 
themfelves, which, if not f{peedily 
fettled, would iffue in their de- 
ftruétion. Many, when afked 
what a them? Would re- 
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’ e fears of future punifh- 
ment are not fo much the caufe of 
our concern, as a confcioufnefs, 
that our hearts are oppofed to 


rod, and the gofpel method of 


\nother circumftance which at- 
ten ded the work, and which I 
nink is a token for good, is this 
molt of thofe, who have obtainec 
hopes of a faving converfion, pro- 
icflediy come nt othe Calvin:fic 
fentimcnis of religion. They be- 
licve i 
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of heart, divine fovercignty, de- 
crees, election, and the {pecial i in- 
fluences of the fpirit of God 1 
regeneration. At the time of their 
fuppofed reconciliation to God, 
they felt themfelves fatisfied with 
thefe doétrines, which before, they 
had greatly oppofed. After a lively 
fenfe and convicticn, of their | help- 
lefs, ruined ftate, and their abfo- 
lute dependence on free, fovereign 
grace, the only consfort and relief 
they could find, was a view of the 
pofpel method of falvation. A 
relief that there was falvation in 
Chrift for the chief of finners, and 
that Grod could have mercy on 
whom he pleafed, encouraged them 
to hope, that there was apofhbility, 
that they might be faved. Many 
of them proféfs to have been bro’t 
to an unconditional fubmiflion, to 
the fovereignty of a holy God, or 
a rae ge to be in his hands, 
and at his difp ofa ‘hi being fatisfied 
that he would e jult, fhould he 
calt them off for cvcr. With thefe 


views and feelings, oo enjoyed a 

calmnefs and {2 TC of mind, 

which they never “enjoyed before ; 
J 4 


ind from this period, they date 
their hopes, of having experienced 
a faving conyerfion. 

Another circumftance of the 
work, which I think favors of its 
being genuine, in many inftances, 


is this, mo% cf thofe, who pro- 


fefs that they have obtained hopes, 
are not by any means very confi- 
dent and pofitive, that their ftate 
is good. They appear to be fen- 
{ible that their hearts are deceitful, 
and fo defperately wicked, that 
they dare not trult tiem. Their 
ré ligious joy feems to be accompa- 
nied with fear and trembling. 


vv 
1 ain, 
Yours, &c. 


Petre STARR. 
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LETTER V. 


From the Rev. Rurvs Hawtrer, 
Paflor of the Church in Nor- 


thington, town cf Farmington. 


GENTLEMEN, 
BOUT fifteen years pait, 
there was a confiderable fe- 
rioufnefs upon the minds of anum- 
ber of people in this place ; but it 
lafted not long, and the fruits of it 
were fma'l; but very few being 
brought into the glorious liberty of 
the fons of God. 

For feveral years, before the 
prcfent extraordinary out-pouring 
of the divine fpirit, there had 
been repeated inftances of perfons, 
who were awakened to attend to 
the all-important concerns of their 





fouls ; and a few from time to | 
time, were, in a judgment of char- | 


ity, renewed, and became experi- 
mentally acquainted with Jefus, 
and his religion. But nothing 
very remarkable took place a- 
mongft us, till the beginning of the 
year “palt ; when it pleafed God, 
of his abundant mercy, to rain 
down his holy fpirit upon us, ar- 
reft the attention of many from 
vain and carnal things, and fix it 
upon divine and eternal concerns. 
And we truft it may be faid a 
goodly number are born again. 
The eighth of March, 1799, 


fome young people fent to me, re- 


quefting I would attend a confer- | 
ence the enfuing evening: I at- | 


tended, and found a confiderable 
number of people colleéted of va- 
rious ages. We prayed and at- 
tended to the important truths of 
the pofpel. It was evident, fome 
minds were impreffed. ‘The Sab- 
bath evening following, there was 
a conference 2 tended ; many peo- 
ple were prefent. The miceting 
was folema. 

The next Tue fday, a number 
of minifters came, and a le@ure 
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was attended at the meeting-houfe; 
and in the evening, another at my 
houfe. ‘The people appeared anx- 
ious to hear the word. The day 
fotlowing, a fermon was delivered 
at another houfe; where a large 
number of people were gathered 
together, and appeared more at- 
tentive than ufual. It began to be 
evident, about this time, that the 
Lord was with us of a truth. — 
Some began to be alarmed, and 
enqu re, What they fhould do to 
be faved ? The next Monday 
(March 25) a neighbouring min- 
ifter preached in the day time, and 
another in the evening, to acroud- 
ed and liftening affemb'y. In A- 
pril, the religious attention increal- 
ed greatly : new inftances of con 
vittion were frequent, and fome 
egan to obtain comfort and hope. 
In fome inftances, the people : at- 
tended fix or fevenfermons a week. 
—Old, middle aged, and young 
people were the fubjeé&ts of God’s 
work. There was now a great 
fhaking among the dry bones. 
Conferences were fet up in ev- 
ery quarter of the parifh; and 
were attended every night in the 
week, at one place or another, ex- 
cept Saturday night. And at two 
or three different places twice ina 
week. Neighbouring minifters, 
frequently came, and preached 
and converfed with the people. 
And when they had opportunity 
to hear preaching, or converfation, 
they feemed to hang upon the {pea- 
ker’s lips. Our affemblies became 
crouded upon the Sabbath, at lec- 
tures and conferences. Balls, all 
merry mectings, and public diver- 
fions were laid afide : and the peo- 
ple were more engaged, to attend 
religious meetings, than they had 
been herctofure for carnal diver: 
fions. ‘he hearts of the peop! 
were moved, as the trees of thc 
wood are moyed, when they ate 
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fhaken with a mighty wind. In 
two or three inflances, perfons 
gave up their old hopes, and ob- 
tained newones. ‘The people of 
God were confirmed inthe faith. 
Their hearts leaped for joy, and 
their mouths were filled with praife. 

People of all ages, from fifteen 
to upwards of fixty, were deeply 
impreffled. The diftrefs of fome, 
was fo great, that it deprived them, 
ina great nieafure of their food 
and fleep, for a feafon. 

Many conf¢ffed their fins, com- 
plained of the hardnefs of their 
hearts, the abounding wickednefs 
of their lives ; and appeared very 
fenfibly to feel that it would be 
juft in God to caft them off forev- 
er. And every perfon, who, in 
a judgment of charity, isa fubject 
of the regenerating power of the 
divine fpirit, appears full in the 
belief of divine fovereignty, de- 
crees, election, and all the effcn- 
ual dodtrines of the gofpel. 

A young man, who had obtain- 
eda hope that he wasa fubjec&t of 
the new birth, faid, he might be 
deceived with regard to the’ ftate of 
his foul, and perifh at laft; but he 
believed God would do right, and 
he was willing to be at his difpo- 
fal. Others have expreffed them- 
felves in much the fame manner. 
Juftificationand falvation by works, 
are exploded. Free grace, and 
the atonement and merits of Chrift 
extolled by thofe who are hepeful- 
Jy the fubje&ts of a renovating 
change of heart. Numbers, at 
times, have fuch nearnefs to, and 
communion with God, that they 
have great foretaftes of heaven, 
and joy unfpeakable. 

At a conference one evening, a 
man being afked if he found any 
happinefs in religion ? He replied, 
yes 5 fince I have been attending 
the prefent meeting, and uniting 
with the people of Ged, in wor- 
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fhipping him, 1 have enjoyed more 
real happinefs in religion, than ev- 
er] enjoyed in all other things, 
through my whole paft life. AH 
the mirth, and carnal pleafures in 
the world, he faid, were nothing, 
compared with the fweets of true 
teligion. Some others were afked 
the fame queftion, who faid, what 
had been obferved, correfponded 
with their real feelings. ‘They 
now found by their own experi- 
rience, that “‘ wifdom’s ways are 
ways of pleafantnefs, and all her 
paths are peace.” 

A confiderable number, who in 
time paft, did not pray in their 
families, have now fet up family 
religion, and are conitant, and to 
appearance devout, in their per- 
formance of this duty. And 
thofe, who heretofore did not 
worfhip God in their houfes, now 
plead fervently with God, that 
there may be no prayerlefs fami- 
lies. In this fmall fociety, there 
are thirty or forty men, who pray 
at conferences, not only in my ab- 
fence, but the moft of them, (up- 
on being requefted) when I am 
prefent. Some, who years ago, 
had openly violated the Jaws of 
Chrift, and purpofed never to con- 
fefs their faults, have freely made 
a public confeflion of their fins 
againft the Moft High ; and have 
faid, that although, it was what 
their hearts once totally oppofed ; 
yet now they could do it, as freely 
as ever they did any thing in their 
lives: And indeed, that they 
could not reft eafy without. Now 
they fee, and feel the paft ftub- 
bornnefs of their wills, and the 
hardnefs of their hearts. And 
their fins being fet in order before 
their eyes, and their wills bowed, 
they acknowledge with the peni- 
tent Pfalmift, “ Again{i thee, thee 
only have we finned, ) 
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this evil in thy fight.” 
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plead, ** Have mercy upon us, O 
God, according to thy loving kiad- 
nefs : according unto the multi. 
tude of thy tender mercies biot out 
our tranferetiions. Wath us tho- 
rovghly from our iniquity, and 
cleanfe us from our fin.” 

Some perfons, when they have 
come to converfe upon entering in- 
to covenant, and joining with the 
church, have faid, they did not 
think, in time pal, they fhould 
ever have any defire to join with 
the church, and partake of the 
Lord’s fupper : they did not think 
they Mould defire to have fo much 
concern 





vith religion : but now | 


they wilhed to be joined to the | 


vifible family of God; and had 
earne(t longings of mind, to com- 
memorate the dying love of the 
dear Redeemer. 

The work of God in this parith, 
I conceive has not been fo great 
asin fome other places ; yet con- 
fidering the fmallnefs of the focic- 
ty, which confiits of but little more 


be confefled, the work is truly 
. rs er: 

glorious. ‘here is reafon to hope 

and believe, many perfons will re- 


member this happy day, with joy | 


Bey 


| 
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to have been ftirred up, to pra 

more fervently than ufual, forthem- 
felves, and for the profperity of 
Zion. Thofe, who were im Chrift 
before ; and likewife thofe, who 
have lately profeffed faith in him, 
have, in general, exhibited a good 
degree of evidence, that they are 
joined to the Lord, and have his 
fpirit. “Lhey delight in tke duties 
of religion. ‘The fervice of God 
is now fweet and pleafant to them, 
in allits branches. They love to 
read God’s word. Many have 
faid, the bible is entirely a new 
book tothem. ‘The perufal of it, 
which afforded them no {fatisfac- 
tion before, now yields them the 
higheft delight. Now they fearch 
the fcriptures daily, and fay with 
the Pfalmift, O how love I thy 
law: it is daily my delight.— 
Thofe that rarely came to the 
houfe of God, are conftant and 
diligent attendants. ‘They love the 
fanctuary of God, the place where 


his honor dwells : and delight in 
than one hundred families, it mult | 


| 


and praife, not only whilit they 


live, but through eternity. 
Through the whole awakening, 
it has been moft apparently evi- 


dent, that the work was the cfe& | 


of the divine fpirit. It has been 
pecularly free from noify, blind 
zeal, and"frenzy. ‘Phe convictions 


of finners have been regular, fol- | 


emn, and pungent. And there is 
reafon to hope, a confiderable num- 
ber have been born of the fpirit. 


mong my people, between forty 


and fifty have made a profeflion of 


religion, and joined the church.— 
Thefe who have long been in 
Chrift, appear to have had freth 


the ordinances of the gofpel. And 
their foul is fatisfied as with mar- 
row antl fatnefs. And they piaife 
God with joyful lips. 

But we fear that fome, who 
profefs to hope that they have now 
made their peace with God, wiil 
fo apoftatize from their profefhon, 
that it will appear, that their reli- 
pion is like the morning cloud, and 
the early dew, which foon goeth 
away. Though we are ready to 
hope better things of them, and 
things that accompany f{ulvation. 
And notwith{tanding the profpects 
have been fo promifing and the 


_minds of nearly all the people, 
Since the awakening began a. | 


were turned upon religious fubjects 
ret at prefent we have reafon to 


fear, that the attention of many 


| has declined, and that many arc 


dead in trefpaffes and fins. We 
fear they will finally perifh, and 


anointings of the divine fpirit, and | their condemnation in that cafe will 


be 
con 
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be awfully aggravated, by the un- 

common and powerful means which 

God has now been ufing with them. 

Flow dreadful, after having been 

exalted to heaven, to be thruft 

down to hell! Yours, 

Rurus Hawtey. 

(To be Continued.) 


On difference of opinions among 
Chrifians. 

HE great variety of fenti- 
i ie ments, which prevail among 
thofe who profeffedly hold to the 
Chriftian relipton, ‘is by many 
made an excufe for difbelicving 
italtogether. They 
ph ad that no dependence can be 
piaced upon the bible ; Pape thofe 
who profe is to belie it, é€éven 
men of oreat learning ia abilities, 
are fo divided in their opinions 
pecting its doctrines. Such con- 
fiderations undoubted ly have great 
influence in quietine the confcien- 
ces of many and encouraging them 
in their neglet t of the important 
conceras of religion : which is the 
broad road to deftruction. Yor the 
truths, duties, and re(traints of the 
Chrittian religion beiag offenfive 
and irkfome to the depraved tafte 
and defires of the wicked, they are 
pieafed with a plaufible excufe for 
icyicating or rejecting it and thus 
ridding themfelves of its painful 
ies, fears and reftraints. But 
is it reafonable or fafe to difbelieve 
or neglect Chriftianity on account 
of difference of opinions among 
thofe, called Chriftians ? Have 


not mankind gene rally had very 
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| reject the whole ufe of phy we on 
account of thofe different opin ns 
among phyficians. There have 


alfo been many different and opyo- 


| fite fentiments refpecting mor lity 





> 
natural philofophy, apriculture and 
other important fubjecis.--But is 
this any proof, that there is no 
truth or utility in any of thefe 
things ; or isita juft reafon, why 
they fhould be wholly nesleéied ? 
If not, then it muft be cqually un- 
reafonable to conclude, 
is no truth inthe Chriftian religion, 
or that it may be fafcly. neaiecsé 
becaufe 


ge fe: 


iy 
there may be different fen- 
timents about its dodirines. Yea, 
it is much more unreafonable and 
dangercus to neglect relision on 
this account, as it is a concern of 
infinite moment, and by neglecting 
it we rifk eternal confequences. 

If the difference of opinicas a- 
mong Chriftians is an evidence a- 
gainft Chriftianity ; then the great 
variety of fentiments, with refpe& 
to religion and morality among in- 
fidels, mutt afford equal evidence 
again it infidelity, or deifm and 
atheifm, Thus upon this principle 
we can believe nothi wag at all — 
Befides, it may be obferved, that 


| Chrittianity comprehends a great 


| fome more 
' revealed. 


variety of truths and duties, fome 
more and fome lefs important ; 
and fome lefs piaialy 
And many of the dif- 


ferences among Chriftians refpegt 


- thofe truths and ‘ duties which are 


different iessiinenes about fubjects | 


of the highctt i importance ? ‘There 
as been a great variety of differ- 
nt, contradictory opinions among 
rt mof{t learned phyficians about 

e feience and practice of phyfic, 
fubi St of great ufe and import- 
ance, Dut certainly it would be 
unrea fonabie t to difbelieye or 


{ 
4 


ofthe Chriftian religion. 


reece oe 


O 


lefs important, or lefs plainly re- 
vealed.—Therefore many of the 
feds, tho’ differing in fome things, 
yetagree in the moft efleatial truths 
Confe- 
quently there is not fo much differ- 
ence in Opinion among Chriftians, 
as at firft view might be imagined 
from the oo eames and feéts, 
into which the Chriftian world is 
divided. 

Further, it is exprefsly foretold 

































































































































































in fcripture, that many errors and 
falfe fentiments fhould {pring up 
among Chriltians. It is declared, 


ets fhall arife—that mary ‘hall fol- 
low their pernicious ways—that 
there muft be heretics among you 
that they which are approved may 
be made manife(t—that the time 
will come, when they will not en- 
dure found doétrine ; but after their 
own lufts shall héapup tothemfelves 
teachers, having itching ears, and 
that they fhall turn away their ears 
from the truth, and fhail be turned 
unto fables.” The {criptures alfo 
plainly teach the caufe of thefe 
errors and falfe fentiments among 
thofe, who are favored with the 
gofpel—that they originate from 
the native depravity and oppofition 
of the human heart again{ft God 
and divine truth. For it is declar- 
ed, that “‘the carnal mind is en- 


the light, and love darknefs rather 
than light, becaufe their deeds are 
evil—that their underftanding is 
darkened, becaufe of the blindnefs 
or hardnefs of their heart—and 
that God fhall fend them ftrong 
delufions to believe a lie ; becaufe 
they received not the love of the 
truth.” Thefe confiderations ea- 
fily and fully account for the many 
errors and different fentiments, 
prevalent in the Chriftian world— 
Yea, thefe errors and differing o- 
pinions are fo far from being any 
evidence againft the Bible or Chrif- 
tianity, that they fulfil its predic- 
tions, confirm its truths or doc- 
trines, and thus greatly increafe 
the proof in favor of it. 

Altho’ thefe differences in reli- 
gious fentiments among Chriftians, 
are in many refpects unhappy and 
injurious to the caufe of Chrift— 
originate from depravity, and im- 
ply criminality in the erroneous ; 
yet thro’ the wifdom of God they 
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have been overruled for good, and 
rendered in various ways fubfervi- 


/ent to the caufe of truth and re. 
that “ falfe Chrifts and falfe proph- 


ligion. They have lead toa more 
diligent ftudy of the {criptures and 


' to a more critical examination of 


the doctrines of the gofpel. Thus 
the evidence or foundation of the 
truths of religion has been more 


| thoroughly fcanned and underftood, 
| and religious light and knowledge 





increafed. ‘lhefe differences in 
opinion have alio moft effedtually 
fecured the fcriptures from being 
corrupted or altered ; asthe differ- 


'ent Chriftian feéts, which have 


exilted ever fince the days of the 
apottles, have carefully watched 
over one another in this refpec. 
For the Bible being {pread among 
all the different feéts, if any one 
fect had made any material alter- 
ation, the others would immedi- 


| ately have deteéted, and exclaim- 
thity againft God ; that men hate | 


ed again{t it. And none can ra- 
tionally fuppofe, that all the vari- 
ous fects, who were at variance 
with each other, were fcattered in 
many diftant countries, and whoall 
efteemed the fcriptures to be given 
by divine infpiration, would unt- 
verfally agree in corrupting all the 
copies of the Bible by additions or 
alteration- ‘This is an event mo- 
rally impoflible. There is there- 
fore the moft convincing, fatisfy- 
ing evidence from this, as well as 
from other confiderations, that we 
have the bible pure and authentic, 
as it was left by the apoftles. Thus 
the unhappy divifions and diffen- 
tions, which through the pride, 
felfifhnefs, and depravity of man- 
kind and the devices of Satanhave 
arifen in the Chriftian church, have 
been the means of greatly confirm- 
ing the truth, and fecuring the 
purity of the fcriptures. 

It is evident from thefe various 
confiderations, that the difference 
of opinions among thofe called 
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Chriftians, affords no proof againft 
the truth of the fcriptures, but in 
various ways confirms them. Con- 
fequently it muft be exceedingly 
unreafonable and dangerous to dif- 
believe the bible, or negleé& reli- 
gion on thisaccount. Itisa moft 
fatal delufion of Satan to render 
finners eafy in their neglect of di- 
vine things, and in the road to de- 
{truction. On the contrary, this 
diverfity of fentiments ought to 
excite us to a moft ferious, dili- 
gent, and prayerful attention, that 
we may efcape dangerous and fatal 
errors, and find and embrace the 
truth, neceflary to falvation.— 
When we confider the importance 
of divine truth, as it concerns our 
eveilafting happinefs and mifery, 
and how liable we are to fall into 
hurtful and fatal errors through 
our depravity and oppofition to the 
truth ; it ought to excite us anx- 
ioufly and candidly to feek after di- 
vine knowledge as filver, and 
fearch for it as for hidden treaf- 
ure. We thould feek divine truth 
with a difpofition to receive and 
practife it, and daily look to God 
the great Father of lights, by fer- 
vent prayer to il/uminateour minds, 
ceep us from error, and Jead us in 
the way everlafting. We fhould 
be exceedingly cautious of giving 
way to our finfu!l and felfith preju- 
dices, and of difbelieving or neg- 
lefting truth and duty, becauic 
they are contrary to our depraved 
feelings, left we rejeét the counfel 
of God againft ourfelves. Since, 
as our Saviour declares, ** Men 
hate the light, and love darknefs 
rather than light ;”’ it is certain, 
that our natural feelings will be op- 
pofed to the great truths of the 
gofpel. This thows, that our dif- 
liking any particular dottrine is no 
evidence againft its truth, and that 
if we give way to our natural feel- 
ings and prejudices, we fhall car- 
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tainly reject the truth, fall into fa- 
talerrors, and ruin ourfelves for- 
ever. As many errors are prev- 
alent, our danger is the greater, 
and therefore there is more need of 
care and watchfulnefs, that we be 
not led aftray, and fo fall fhort of 
heaven. Hence the Lord Jefus 
direéts us to “ ftrive (or agonize} 
to enter intothe {trait gate”’ from 
the confideration, that ‘* many 
fhall feek to enter in and not be 
able.”? Since there is the moft 
fatisfactory evidence of the truth 
of the fctiptures, nothing can be 
more unreafonable and flupid than 
to quiet ourfelves, as many do, in 
a carelefs negle&t of divine things, 
becaufe there isa great variety of 
religious fentimeats, or many er- 
rors, among thofe, called Chrif- 
tians. Thisin fact is faying, be- 
caufe our danger is great, there- 
fore we will take no care to efcape 
it. Canany thing be more irra- 
tional, efpecially when we confid- 
er, that our eternal all is at flake ? 
Is it not afiing dire€tly contrary 
to the dictates of common pru- 
dence ? For in temporal concerns 
when our danger i$* great, we are 
the more anxious and careful to fe- 
cure ourfelves againft it. Thofe 
therefore who flatter themfelves, 
that there is litt!e or nothing in re- 
ligion, or make themfelves eafy in 
the neglect of it, on account of the 
different religious opinions among 
Chriftians, are guilty of great folly 
and ftupidity—are in the fnare of 
the devil, and unlefs they can be 
awakened toa fenfe of their wick- 
ednefs and danger, they will cer- 
tainly perifh. 

But if we will carefully and 
candidly feek the truth with a dif- 
pofition cordially to receive and 
praétifeit, daily looking to God 
for light and direction, we fhall 
certainly be led into the truth fo far 
as is neceflary to falyation. For 
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Chrift declares, “ If any man 
will do the will of my Father, he 
fhall know of my dogtrine, wheth- 
er it be of ’ God. ” It is alfo faid, 
“6 ‘lhe meek will he guide in judg. 
ment, the meek will he teach his 
way.”? In a concern of fuch in- 
finite confequence, and where the 
danger is fo great, we cannot be 





| 
| 


too careful and diligent. But to | 


be carelefs and negligent, when 
our eterna! happinefs and mifery 
thus lie at flake, is the highelt 
madnefs. iH. 


To Mifs N 
LETTER I. 


Ma’am, 





OU have been informed, that | 


it has y leafed God to pour , } 
, otherwife. Each had his own pe- 


eut his fpirit, on the people in this 
10WN. A coodly number, of dif- 


—~ 


orene 
erent a 


9 
° © 
ertain a 


re 


perfuafion, that they are 
have joined the church. Our 
Miniflcs has adopted a method, 
which certainly affords fuch as at- 
tend, much fatisfation and inflruc- 
ticn. When one, or more, apply 
to him for admiffion into the 
church, he publicly calls on a com- 
xwittee, appointed by the church, to 
afift him in the examination of the 
candidates. Allthe members of 
the church, who defire it, attend. 
I was lately prefent myfel:, when 
about a a everal of them 
young people, were examined. It 
was one of the moft affeGing and 
inftru@tive feafons I ever faw. 1 
hall attempt fome defcription of it. 
But one mult have been prefent, 
to have an adequate idea of the 
pleafure it infptred.—A fier fome 
intuoductory cbfervat ons, the Rev. 
Mr. ut to each of the can- 

didates, facceflively, a queflion to 
this purpofe, “ What are the rea- 
* fons, which have led you to fup- 





€3, and of both {exes, en- | 


‘pofe or hope, that you are re- 


| *¢ conciled to God ?”” Inanfy vering 


this qu ieftion, they were defired to 
give an history of fuch exercifes of 
het ‘ munds, as they nigh t think 
proper and fuitable, and efpecially 
_fuch, as might tend to bring into 
view the dealings of God with 
them, and the cffe&ts produced on 
fioin the time 
were at firlt awakened 
Inach gave the re- 
jation reat efled. They were fol 
enin, and none of the fpectators 
vere unaffected. Had you beer 


prefent, 1 am con fident it would 


their own minds, 
that they 


~ 7 “ee ! “* 
ubliu that Gav. 


| have produced a paufe in your ha- 


bitual mirth.—After hearing the 
relation of one, it was natural to 

‘Tv le) 
I had, in effed, 


conclude, that 
} But it was far 


- i ‘tT: 

culiar trials. enn was a won- 
ee RE a s.the 
(iciiul variety in the acco\ int > } y 


| pave of God’s dealings with them, 
1 to God 5 and aimany | 
reconciled to sO > Bail many 


and of their own exercifes. Some 


' ° , 
were fuddenly furprifc d with a 





fenfe of their danger, and 1 

acquainted with their guilk: ; 

others, convictions came on mor 
gradually. One received his fir! 
imprefhions at the fanuary, anoth- 
er, by reading the bible, a third, 
at his work by himfc!f, and anoth- 
er, by hearing of the fuppofed con- 
verfion of a neighbour. ‘There 
was the fame diverfity thro’ their 
whole relations. ‘They were bro’t 
by different means, to a knowledge 
of the utter depravity of their own 
hearts. Some acknc wle edged, that 
they had had dreadful heart-refings 
again{t the doétrines of the gofpe! 
One, on pretence of a vifit, had 
left her father’s houfe for feveral 
days, becaufe the fuppofed that 
God had beftowed faving mercy 
on one of her fifters, and “had leti 
herin a ftate of condemnation, 
which fo exafperated her heart a 


gainft both God, and the fubject 


1+ 
itn 


r€ 
4 
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of his grace, that fhe could not 
endure the fight of her. Anoth- 
er, when he had heard that a 
neighbour had obtained an hope 
that he was renewed, fecretly 
wifhed that it might prove falfe ; 
or then he thought, his condition 
would be no better, but worfe than 
his own. Others had fearful en- 

mity againft God, becaufe he 
not accept of their prayers and 
ervices, and give them peace. 
were on the point of deter- 


} 
did 


Some 


mining that they would lay afide 
but 
prevented, by an 


ot en hand. And it appears, that 


att attention to ferious things, 

re powerfully 
ie was a reflection on the horrible 
wickednel 


vf Cc 
ws oy 


which led fome of them 
uaintance with their own 
Sy cae convinced them, that 
rey were defperately wicked. O.- 
rs were led to it by noticing the 
‘hnefs, and finful nature of th ofe 
e iad duties, by which they had 
fought to conciliate the 
God. But in one way or another, 
all had arrived to this conviction 
of their extreme 


ing the circumftances of their re- 
Dovid comtort, and their views 
and exercifes, when bro’t home to 
Chriit, as I cannot but hope they 
all re ‘ally were. One was ina 
kind of t vanfport of wonder, pe al ife 


and admiration, at the difcoy 


of the glory and sethetiitins of 


God; while the moft part were 
a deliberate, their enmity fubfi- 
» and they approved the 
Ww te they ‘ti id oppofed. 


th ne 
ded things, 


And 


fince then, their Chriftian e: Kperien- | 


ces have been as various, as their 
exercifes were before. Their trials, 
victories, comforts, joys and de. 
prefhons have been different. In 
i word, each heart knows its own 
i and its own refrefh- 
All however appear to love 
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, to ret ire from the id 


| Ous things, 
{s of a train of fuch like | 


| took 


favor of | 


| lent. 
wickednefs.— | 
oe was no lefs diverfity attend- | 


and fears re{p 
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God, truf® in Chrift, abhor fin, and 
pant after proficiency in prace. 
Your aeqnentente, the ami: b! 
deliberate aud modeft Mifs C-— 
about 17 or 18 years of age, 
among the sonar 
guettion was propof 
dropped her e4 


WwW as 
Wh en the 
, fhe 


aad aye ared 
' 


} 
ea to her 
cs, 


ea of th) prei- 


|ence of the company, into a re- 


= - a | s ’ : 
comection of ner Own pait eNeTCl- 


| fes, and with a &mphicity, tiuly af- 


fecting (I am confident you your 
felf would have acknowledged it 
fo,) the obferved, that from a lit- 
tle child, fhe had thought of fers- 
but never realized them, 
till within this year. She correét- 
ly (lated the time, and ocesfion of 
her ferioufnefs—the meticods fhe 


to avert the wrath of God—— 
the exercifes of her mind on his 


| character, law and government—-- 
| on Chrift, and the doétrines of the 


gofpel—on her own doings, and 
~ impurity and awful wickeducfs 
of that heart of hers, whith you 
have always efteemed fo excel- 
1 affure you fhe confidered 
it abominable An d the proeceed- 
ed diftinély to r: 
tion in” her 
towards 
from whence 

beginning of he 


{tated her 


altera- 


ve oi 
ice es 


late the 
views and 
and 
fhe 
f ’ a. } i ‘ iL. 
! ipiriudl mie. cCNe 
prefent excreties, hopes 
ing her own ftate, 
' a 4 _ 
ana the I fons of tien. 


! ~* 
you been preient, 
- ‘ 


mora! divi 1e things, 


now dates the 


tiad 
veu could not 
4 

' 
ed Late 


there is indeed 


» conviction, the: 
fuch 


eae cot < 
Have Ye.is 
athing as cx- 
ntimate 
+f 
canct Colerve 


has 


too, that 


inipr 


acqu. 


her religion oved thie 


' cheerfulnefs, and iwectnets of hes 
| amiable 
a al onan a 
fear, that your friend is {oui 
that 


difpofition. You need not 
] 


ils and 
when you vilit thele parts, 
you will be dil 

choly ne inefs of 


you once faw fo many focia 
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ities. She is improved, and will 


receive you with greater pleafure. 

When this part of the examina- 
tion was finished, the minilter pro- 
ceeded to examine them in their 
knowledge of the doctrines and in- 
{titutions of the gofpel—But I 
have been lengthy already, and 
mutt referve that, for the fubject of 
another letter. It will however de- 
pend on the manner in which you 
receive this, whether or not, you 
will ever be acquainted with any 
thing further on the fubject. 

lam, &c. 3. 





For tue Connecticut Evan- 
‘oGericat Macazine. 


Mefrs. Editors, 

1 WAS firuck with two pie- 
ces in your laft number, viz. the 
death of Dinhormia and the death 
of Rubricus. The reading of 


them very deeply interefted me, 
nd at the fame time reminded me 


them had embraced the pernicious 
principles of infidelity, but in his 
Jaft ficknefs was led to fee that the 
fyftem he had adopted was with- 
out foundation, and as it is beliey- 
ed, to embrace the truth as it is in 
Jefus, in the knowledge and love 
ofit. Such inftances afford a ftri- 
king difplay of the power and 
grace of Chrift, and ought there- 
fore to be publifhed to the world. 
Should you think proper, you will 
pleafe to infert in your ufeful Mag- 
azine the following fketches of his 
life and death. For particular rea- 
fons I choofe to conceal his real 
mame and fhall call him by the 
name of Jarros—the circumftan- 
however, which I thal! relate 
be founded on faéts of which 
I have certain <nowledge. 
Yours, &c. 
BENEVOLUS. 
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(Serr. 


“© Men may live fools, but fools they 
cannot die.” 

A'TROS was born of reputa- 

ble parents in an inland town 
in Connecticut. While in early 
life, he loft his father and was 
left, with feveral brothers and fif- 
ters, to the care of his mother. 
She was a pious woman and fin. 
cerely defirous that her children 
might become truly religious. She 
therefore daily commended them 
to God in prayer, and took great 
pains to teach them to reverence 
the character, word, and inftitu- 
tions of Jehovah; and by preceyt 
and the more commanding influ. 
ence of example to teach them 
obedience to the divine commands. 
Such were the circumftances of the 
family, that Jatros, while but a 
youth, was obliged to leave home 
and enter on bufinefs for him- 


felt. Having left his mother and 


| the family, he foon forgot the pi- 


ous counfels which fhe had given 
of the death of a friend, who like | 





him ; being engaged in the active 
bufinels of life, he foon loft all re- 
gard for religion and became anx- 
ious for nothing but to acquire 
property. He abftained from grofs 
vices, and was regular in his mor- 
als, not however from a_ love of 
virtue, but becaufe he thought an 
externally virtuous conduét necef- 
fary for the advancement of his 
views with regard to the acquif- 
tion of property. ‘To gain an ef- 
tate that he might live in eafe and 
affluence became the fole object of 
his purfuit, and fo engroffed his 
mind as to leave no room for reli- 
gious meditation. At times, how- 
ever, the inftruétion, which he had 
received from his mother would 
occur to his mind ; and to relieve 
himfelf from the uneafy fenfations 
which this occafioned, he adopted 
the principles of univerfal falva- 
tion, and perfuaded himfelf to be- 
lieve, that as God was a good be- 
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ing he would make every man hap- 
py at death whatever might have 
been his charaéter in life. 

But though thus eagerly enga- 
gedin purfuit of this world’s goods, 
he was difapponted 1 in his hopes. 
By a train of misfortunes, he loft 
what little property he had acquir- 
ed, became embarraffed in his cir- 
cumftances, and every effort which 
he made to ‘relieve himfelf was 
defeated. Thefe difappointments 
inftead of inducing him to refleé&t 
upon the uncertainty of all wor!d- 
ly things and to feek more durable 
riches, ferved only to harden him 
and to increafe his difrelifh for re- 
ligion. He indulged himfelf in 
openly murmuring and repining 
againtt the Providence of Heaven, 
and in envying the profperity of 
others. He ever dared to cen- 
fure the adminiftration of God 
and to arraign the wifdom and 
goodnefs of his proceedings. 

About this time, Jatros became 
acquainted with feveral men of 
whom it might be faid, that they 
gloried in their fhame ; they ridi- 
culed the {criptures ; decried all 
religion as the invention of crafty 
men, and derided the Saviour of 
the world. From their converfa- 
tion, and from reading infidel 
books with which they fupplied 
him, Jatros foon embraced their 
fyitem and joined with them in 
laughing at every thing ferious — 
As a natural confequence of em- 
bracing fuch principles, he attempt- 
ed to perfuade others that there 
was nothing in religion, and that 
all who pretended to ferioufnefs 
were cither defigning hypocrites or 
deluded enthufialts. In this {tate 
of mind he continued for two or 
three years, repining at divine Pro- 
vidence, envying his more prof- 
perous neighbors, and fcoffing at 
religion. ‘At length he was at. 
tacked with a difeafe which, in a 
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few months, terminated his life. 
‘The firft three or four months of 
his ficknefs not apprehending 
felf dangerous, he thought 
concerning death or what was to 
follow that event. When he did 
think of thefe thirgs, he endeav- 
ored to guict his mind by believ- 
ing that, fome how cr other, 
it weal be well with him and all 
mankind ; that death was the com- 
mon lot of man, and that a philo- 
fopher fhould not be anxious re- 
{fpecting the time of its arrival. In 
fhort, he renounced all the anima- 
ting profpeds of the go {pel and 
was faft verging towards the gloo- 
my, chee oh tate of univerfal 
fcepticifm. 
Hearin g of his ficknefs I went 
to vilit him. 1 reminded him of 
the fentiments which had been 
taught him when young, fpoke 
freely on his infidel principles, and 
afked him whether his fix knefs and 
the probability that he might foon 
be called to Icave the w orld, had 
not led him to fear he was build- 
ing upon a falfe foundation ? He 
replied to this effeét, that he had 
no anxiety concerning himflf ; 
that he ftill confidered the {crip- 
tures as the work of defignin IZ 
men, and Tefas Chrift, if ever 
fuch a perfon exifted, as an impof- 
tor ; that he was ready to die at 
any time, and that if he did not 
ceafe to exilt, at death, he pre- 
fumed that the God who had giv- 
en him being would make him 
happy, as he had never done any 
thing for which he deferved to be 
made miferable ; that in fucha be- 
lief he meant to remain and hoped 
to die. I fawthatit was in vain 
to attempt to argue with him ; fer 
though he had no regular fyftem 
to which a reafonable man could 
confiftently truft, yet he was de- 
termined not to embrace the gofpel 





{cheme ; and all I could do was in 
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fecret to pray, that his eyes might 
{till be ope ned. 

A few days after this, I vifited 
him again, when I found him ina 
different {tate of mind. He was 
ext remely melancholy and dcject- 
ed. ‘Lhe inftruétions he hed re- 
ceived when a child, and certain 
convittions v sp he experienced 
ad rec ently recurred 
to his mind ' i energy, and filled 
him with doubts concerning his 
infidel princi} ples, and he was har- 
rowed with the idea that poilibly 
he might have deceived himfelf. 
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hen young, 
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own be ce MG NOT Pees 
perfectly fatisied that he wasy ight. 
‘Ee was in a ftate of fu frente 

eer — ° - 

whiicth hnaied him wath ay i ny 
ars - ty. i pro pe fe qd + 9 hi mM ta 


fond 9 rth eC le -reyvmMan ¢ f+} ( . 
p Gas ¢ 18 | 5) ! 

iff : “eanf{ente- b. Asiesds “Sarasl 
‘i. He confente - thouch wit 
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‘ = 
fing, Je eri manner in Waicn he 
: 2 ) ee mute 
ad formerly ae nM Of ih. Lhe 
clersyman came, and, atthe re- 


<> 


j ‘ ee 
cqucit or fatros, brieny 
‘s ~~ 


n PS 
‘i? xplained 


tohim the ceneral fyftem of truth 
contained in the feriptures. Jatros 
“N . 
tical bjediic ns | 


pr nofed many deities! 0 
hick the cl 
to remove, at nd it was 


‘rgymen en feavorcd 
evident that 
the remarks which were made in 
the courfe Oi this convel lation rook 
a decp hold of his mind though he 
‘ill manif fefted a creat averfion to 
the trut ‘Lhe ‘clere: man pray- 
ed with hi mand left him. From 


this time, it pleafed ihe Puther of 


lights gradually to enlighten | 

mind. He was brought to fee 
hat he had been trufting to refures 
of lies. He gav ¢ up the principles 
o! Finhidatic y one after another ; as 
truth opened upon his mind God 
difpofed him to receive it, and 
while his underftanding became 


onvinced and enlight ened it is 


© 


prefu umed his heart was changed 
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declared himfelf a full believer jn 


the fcriptures, and expreffed the 
ftronge it ) ertualion, that falvation 
biained o nly in the way there 
pointed out. He had a deep fenfe 
of his fins, and moft bitterly la. 
mented that he fhould ever have 
denied the Lord who bought him, 
and derided his holy ward. 
expr fed himfelf aftonithed that 
he had not been left to perhlt In 
his infidelty and afcribed it wholly 
to the mercy of God through 
' “si 
Chrift, that ! ne Was brought toa 
fenfe of ti 's {ins and as he hops d tu 
true ré pe ntance. € maniiciied 4 
fincere reGenation to that 


was O 
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+ bent 
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rovi- 

’ i 2 ' ‘ , 
dence which he had formerly dar- 
la . cre ’ 
ed to cenfur — gave his frienc 


yre at re afon toh 


> h if NR c 
i 9 barat he Vr s9a* 


{fled that true on to God and 


| man,and that real holinefs with- 


out which no one wall fee the 
rd. Tho’ refigned to the will 
f Heaven, vet le defired to live, if 
God Caw § fit on account of his wife, 
but more el fpeciall i] 
ha ve an opportuni 


he had become a real believer in 
the Chiiftian religion, and that he 
might ferve God by an attendance 
on thofe facred inftitutions which 
he had fo often ridiculed 
The following converfati on be- 
tween him and a female friend 
will fhow what the ftate of his 
mind was at this time. Queflion. 
“ Do you feel refigned and fub- 
miflive to God’s will?” Anfwer. 
“Ido.” 9.“ Do you think you 
have a heart to repent?” 4. “1 
think J have. 2, * On what 
do you rset 2”? A. * On the 
atonement Chrift made by his fef- 
ferings and death.” 2 « Do 
you not thi nk t! iat you ke -Cp 
forac darlin g fin, fomething you 
are not willing to give up?” A. 
“T think I do not; I hope T am 


back 


Some time before bY? death, he | willing to give up all.” He thea 
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broke out into a fervent prayer for 
himfelf and for all mankind. 
After this he converfed with all 
his friends feparately and together. 
He cautioned them particularly 
againft embracing thofe dangerous 
principles which had fo nigh ruin- 
ed him ; he urged them to be more 
anxiousto lay up treafures in Heav- 
en than to acquire the good things 
of life, and exhorted them above 
all things to feek an intereft in 
Chrift—to make that the firft and 
great object of their purfuit. He 
fpake feelingly of the happinefs of 
a life of religion; expreffed a 
{trong hope that, through the mer- 
itsofa Saviour, his fins were par- 
doned, and that God would re- 
ceive him to glory ; took an affec- 
tionate leave of his friends, and by 
prayer commended them to the 
mercy and bleffing of God. He 
continued in this frame of mind 
until he loft his fenfes and his 
{peech, which was a fhort time 
previous to death; and after the 
ttrupgles of nature had ceafed, his 
{pirit, it is humbly hoped, was re- 
ceived into thofe manfions of blifs 
which the divine Redeemgr has 
prepared for all who believe in him. 





Mess’rs Enprrors, 

IF you think a knowledge of 
the following fa& will be ufeful, 
you are at liberty to infert it in 
your Magazine. Perhaps fome 
may think the method taken to 
open the eyes of a difbeliever was 
improper ; but the event fhowed 
that it had a deep effect and was 
doubtlefs more impreflive on a blin- 
ded mind than any other means 
which could have been ufed. 


Z. 


HIS difbeliever of all reli- 
gion fhall be called Perditus, 
for the fake of fecreting his family 
mame. It is faid, that in his ear- 
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ly years he had feveral feafons of 
ferioufnefs, againft which he con- 
tinued to ftrive, until all fenfe of 
‘ruth and of duty to God, feemed 
to be obliterated from his mind.— 
After he became thus ftupid, it was 
one of his moft delightful themes, 
to ridicule his former fobriety and 
thoughtfulnefs, and he reprefente 
himfelf as having been ridiculous 
in the higheft degree, to think fo 
much of another ftate and take 
pains to be happy by rejecting the 
feftivities of the world. By this 
manner of ridiculing himfelf, he 
was inftrumental of corrupting a 
number, fome of whom were re- 
claimed by his death, fome remain 
in the ftupidity of fin, and others 
have followed him into eternity. 
This man was generous, hofpita- 
ble and feltive in his natural difpo- 
fition, which led to many oppor- 
tunities for difcovering the impiety 
of his heart, and he never failed 
in any company to exprefs his con- 
tempt of Chrift and his religion 
and of pious perfons. He ridicu- 
led prayer—he fpoke of death 
with levity—reprefented Chriftian 
inftitutions as a farce—and profef- 
fed to think that God was fo high- 
ly exalted above all creatures that 
he took little or no notice of their 
tranfactions. That God made 
men that they might purfue their 
own pleafures; and that he was 
purfuing his own pleafures in a way 
fuited to his own appetites, as he 
exprefled himfeif. At no great 
diftance there lived a Clergyman, 
with whom Perditus took particu- 
lar pains to become acquainted. 
He would often meet him affably 
in the ftreets, and infift on his vif- 
iting his houfe ; but all this was 
done that he might gratify himfelf 
with indireé&t infults and isfinua- 
tions againft religion and fobriety- 
In fundry interviews, the Clergy- 





man bore the {neers of Perditus, 
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ilf The conviftion of Perditus. 


affecting not t 

til he h ‘ad obtair 
quaintance wit i 
being thoroug oh r obtained, the 
Clergyman recucfted Perditus to 
fend with him a day in the folita- 
ty fields, with which he complied. 
When removed from all ether 
eyes and 1n the pense: fe of a grove, 
she Clergy man ac 


tus with the ob: a} he had in vi 


‘inted — 


which was to converle freery ¥ ‘ich 


hi on tl +} tad {Cod C +2 
Hm GOH the thuines Of \sOa, OF Tee 
Rie . a 17 en . 
ligt mana eteTi ° rérait 1s, hit- 
x 7° cr ..2 
tle : fal, re VWHi 6 any thing Or tmis 
7 ee a 4 ja teeaion ~ 2 
Mind, was ror a few moments an- 
} } ] wal 
gry, & tt foon became calm and a- 
ys 
| "es oo ; 
greed to heat he Cl man 
’ rm j ’ ‘ = 1 is . = 
then it it menner oF their ac 
= ~ — aA anle a Pe oe 
quaintat »5ANnC a2aCKhnowie ts ed pe T- 
j é 


M< 


fect civility of treatment, in every 
ft. ~ } 

{neey 5 which I: S 

aad orten thrown out ¢ ralntt 

a di 4 . . “pa o. ‘e. . . . . . 

trutns, autics, mifitutions, minif- 


refoeét, except th 
} 


bre. and 
-twa ClLaanue 


pe fiors of religion. 
Ehat he had always feen and fel: 
thefe things, though Perditus had 
fappofed | hin ignorant and unfeel- 
ing under the mol'bitter refleQions. 
pa 


That he had eften affected this 
want of difecrnment cut of tende: 


“ 
‘ 
vr; 


nefs to the feclines of the wife of 


Perdity us, who was often prefent 
at their converlatitons. She be- 


Jieyed in the reality of religion 


although fhe was not pious. Per- 
ditus had ridiculed the Clergyman, 
in his own profane circ e, as being 
a manwho could not rcfent ; but 
Was now confounded to find that 
his motives were tendernefs to the 
eelinas of his own family. 


The CI ieroyma In now proceeded 
to ftate before him, in the maft 
1 ’ > a ‘ 
jemn and affeéiionate manner, 


{i 

ie ee kl (eget, a a ae 

the great truths of religion 3 its 
o , o 


natural! and revealed evidence ; his 
own charafter, neglects, impiety, 
and ingratitude to the Lord of all 
his bounti ics : and enforced thef 


eh onl | o} 5 j oe on > 3 fc +4 +’ 
tuths by the folemnitics of death, 


[Serr 
judoment and the eternal world. 
The converfation waslone—it was 

arenes found that 
he had completely laid hinfelf open 


toa man, on whom he had thoucht 


intereffing. 


a 2 be lndieréutly playing. 


te was fometimes confounded 
and afhamed ; fometimes for 2 
rroment ancry ; fometimes alarm- 


ied: and did atf 


ymme times atten) t 
'to change the ferious difcourfe i 
to merriment. He was ahd. he 
unlefe tien was a reformation fron 
refleSing on religion and its infit- 
tutions, there muftbe a total ¢: 

continuance of thofe focial inter 

| views to which they had been ac 
d. The refule wes that 
erditus engaged to call the rex 
the Cleroyman’s houfe and 
fix bibs rcfolutions.—He calied a3 


‘ an — a arn Aad 
he had engaged. He acknowl. 


edged that he had not treated the 
| . ‘ "na 
| Clersyman with the rcipect of po- 
! , 


| jitens oA promifed to refrain im his 
| prefence from any future infinua- 
‘ tions againit religion, and defired 
‘him to vifit his houfe os a friend 
‘anda gentleman : but at the fame 
£ 
time avowed his utter itbeltef cr 
relioion, of the word of God, and 
the fincerity of Chriffian profeficrs 
In 6 neral. Qn this b ing fo freely 
| owncd, the minifler again begeed 
him to review, for that jp fibly ! 
nm toht yet obtain a conviction ei 
} truth. ‘Vo which he refolute- 
y replied, “ I with your company 
harge you hCve 
er to {peak to me again on the 
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‘ fubj a ce of rewgton—-yca mot 
. never to pray for mc, wu! el I 
a4 ” 5] m P — ° 
' € ipecially alk you, nd thus they 
parted. 
} “ r 1 ' 
} it was not lone aiter beiole 
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ke ar 
Perditus was {mitten with ( 
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cline, and all fpectators few matxs 
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concluded to condu& as will be 
related. 
He called often as a neighbour, 
converfed of his complaints, and 
endeavored b by every means to al- 
fuave the pains of his body and 
confole the afflited family ; but 
never faid any thing of religion. 
‘Thete viflits were daily made, but 
without any thing of a very ferious 
nature. On a certain day, the 
Clergyman had barely returned 
home, before a meflenger followed 
togecal him. He returned, when 
Perditus teld him. You kind- 
ly vilit me, but fay not thing of re- 
ligion, why is this ?’”’ The aniwer 
was, you have forbid den mae ever 
to Speak to you on fuch fubjects, 
J wait but your permifon and re- 
jigion fhajl in future be the fubje& 
ot our difcourie. ‘l’o weet he 
replied, * converle with me on the 
retigion of nature, but mot on 
Chrithianity.”” ‘he dire&tion was 
followed, and the religion of na- 
ture was for feveral days the fub- 
ject of difcourfe, without a word 
faid of Jefus Chrift or the pecahiar 
doctrines of the Golpel. Perdi- 
wus ftill denicd that he or any othe: 
men were itnners. After a fhort 
feafon Perditus enquired, why do 
you not offer to} pray with me, as 
you do with others who are tick. 
Lhe former aalwer was given, you 
have forbid me, and I cannot do it 
uitil you make the requeft. I with 
it, faid Perditus. For what fhall 
i pray, for any thing more, than 
that you may recover ? To which 
be replied, that is the great thing 
at prefent. Praver was feveral 


times made according to his direc- 


tion, and confined to the mutter of 
, 4 
his recovery. After tevecal paf- 


ing days, Perditus faid, “ Why 
40 you not pray with _— as y< ou 
‘2 With other people ?”? "lhe min- 
lineal in what refpects do 
Gir? He anfwered you do 


The conviction of Perditus. irc 


s 
4 


not pray that God would fcoaite 
my fins.” But you have always 
denied that you were a finne morte 
have prayed for you as a finner ia 
my clefet, but if you {poke ‘true, 
you could not fincerely join with 
me in praying for you asa finner ; 
I fhall however gladly now do it if 
you feel ah felf “e be fuch. ric 
afiented t! that he did > but fat tha 
he did not fee ty Nee I sf a Sa- 
viour, for if God : 
forgive he might do it without. 
He was told that a Chiiftian min- 
fier could not pray God to tor- 
give finners in any other way than 
through the Saviour, whom ihre 
And was left i 
a {late of preat agitation. In fub- 
fequent vilits he ttrongly ursed for 
prayer that God would forgive his 


rid t 


cr 


i 
Was Cui pe ~ 


had a} pp? n ited. 





fins without a mediator, but as this 
could not be granted he feemed 
for a few days to determine that 
he would throw away all fenfe of 
his finfulnefs. Hewever, as the 
certainty of death was becoming 
more apparent, the firuggle in his 
mind grew more terribic, and an 
etal Cc¢é yndcie: ice dented him all 
peace. ‘l'wo days before his death 
| he urgently fent for the minifter, 
and requctted prayer that God 
would forsive him for the fake of 
Jefus Chit. He faid that he faw 
God’s difpleafure againit him to 
be fo vreat, that none by 
of infinite power could deliver him 
from the ruin into which he was 


ita waviour 


falling, and he now repeated the 
name ot Chriit with as much ur- 
gency as he had before bl 1. eee { 
him. At the time he was brougnt 
to this confeflion a number of ‘his 
infidel companions were [iftenin:: 
to his dying words. ‘Lhey cou- 
feffed him to be in the full exercife 
of reafon, and until now had tri- 
umphed tn their looks, expecting 
thachis death would be an evidence 


lfor infidclity. But when they 
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heard him fupplicating for mercy | 


in the nameof Chritt, the confufion 
of feveral was beyond defcription, 
and they quickly difperfed from 
the fcene of diftrefs. He confef- 
fed to the minifter that the man- 
ner he had taken of leaving all to 
his own confcience, and néither 
converfing or praying further than 
his owi particular requeit, had 





awfully alarmed him, and it feem- | 


ed to be continually founded in his | 


ears, my blood muft and will be 
required as my own hands. Until 
the time of becoming infenfible he 
heared eagerly, but had no allevi- 
ations of di‘trefs.——Thus he died 
and went to his long home, a mon- 
ument of the folly of rejecting the 
gofpel of Chrift. What multi- 
tudes live in carelefsnefs and difbe- 
lief and die in fear! They will not 
hear until it be too Jate. The 
pride of their hearts and their love 
of fin makes them reject even the 
gofpel of grace, and they fall un- 
der the awful denunciation, * Be- 
caufe I havecalled, and ye refufed ; 
I have firetched out my hand and 
no man regarded ; but ye have fet 
at nought all my counfels and would 
none of my reproof. I alfo will 
Jaugh at your calamity and mock 
when your fear cometh; when 
your fear cometh as defolation and 
your deftruction as a whiriwind. 
Then fhall they call upon me but 
I will not anfwer ; they fhall feck 
me early but they fhail not find 
me.”’ 





—————— EE eee 


ANECDOTES. 


A SCEPTIC once converfing 
with a plain, honeft Chrif- 
tian and thinking to filence him 
by banter and knotty queftions, 
afked him, ‘“* What his God was?” 
He anfwered, ** A Spirit ?” Then 
he enquired of him, “ How large 
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he was ?”” He replied, * So large 
as to fill immenfity, and fo {mail 
as to dwell in the humble and con- 
trite heart ” 


CarpinaL Hosius, who, un- 
der Pope Pius IV. prefided at that 
infamous council of Trent, in 
which all the abominable errors 
and fuperftitions of the papal 
church _ were confirmed, when 
death approached, feems to have 
dreaded a dependence on his own 
righteoufnefs, although he had be- 
fore pleaded for it. In his laft will 
are thefe words, “ I approach the 
throne of thy grace, O father of 
mercies and of all confolation, to 
the end that I may obtain mercy, 
and find grace in thy fight ! lam 
not worthy that thou fhouldett be- 
hold me with the eyes of thy ma- 
jefty ; but, as it is moft worthy, 
that for the fake of his death and 
paflion thou fhouldeft not only look 
upon me but crown me alfo ; itis 
therefore that I come unto thee, 
moft dear Father, and that with- 
out any merits but thofe ineftima- 
ble ones of thy fon Jefus Chiiil, 
my Lord and my Redeemer. 1 
bring thee the merit of that death, 
wherein alone I place all my hope 
and my confidence : that is my 
righteoufnefs, my fatisfaction, my 
redemption, and my prepitiation. 
The death of the Lord is my 


merit.”’ 


THE laft hours of the unhappy 
Voltaire afford a lively comment 
onthe wretched condition in which 
infidelity leaves its deluded advo- 
cates, as to the {tate of their own 
fouls. ‘Though he had for a Jong 
courfe of years, employed both 
genius and earning, in the impr 
ous effort of erecling a fortrefs on 
the foundation of Atheifm, which 
fhould be tenable apainit the artii- 
lery of a guilty confcience, aid 
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the fears of death and judgment ; 
the walls of the whole frabric moul- 
dered into nothing, at the blalting 
of the breath of God’s difpleaf- 
and left the miferable builder 
a defencelefs prey to anguifh and 
defpair. 


a hal 2) 
miley 


Borruave, the celebrated Phy- 
fician, through life, confecrated 
the firft hour after he rofe in the 


ved vigor and aptitude for butinefs; 
together with cquanimity under 
provocation and a perfeét conquett 
over his irafcible patlions. 


AN American philofopher, who 
profeffedly acknowledges the divine 
authenticity of the books of Mo- 
fes, vet to fupport a favorite hy- 
pothefis, afcribes all the miracles 
which he has recorded to the mere 


agency of fecond caufes, lately, 
on a paffage from New-Haven to 
New-Y ork—while {pouting on his 
favorite theme, was mildly accof- | It is the knell of my departed hours. 


ted by a lady ;—* Sir, if your | 


reafoning be juft, how do you ac- 
count for the buh that Mofes faw, 
which burned with fire ?’?——The 


philofopher, confident of his abili- ' 


ty, quickly replied—* That, mad- 
am, wasa phenomenon confiftent 


with the principles of philofephy. 


Mofes was then on the fide of a | 
Subterraneous fires of- | 


mountain. 
ten break out on the fides of moun- 
tains ; and fuch was tke fire in the 
bufh, which Mofes faw.”—The 


lady fuperior to the fophiftry of | 


the philofopher, fweetly replied— 
“ But fir, fubterraneous fires cen- 
fume. 


fes faid, I will now turn afide, and 
fee this great fight, why she buth 
is not burnt.””——The_paffengers 
fhouted the Lady’s victory. 


Anecdotes. 
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A remarkable Converfion. 
THE Lord has various means 
| to bring about his own gracious 
purpofes, and fometimes conde- 
{cends to make ufe of incidents, 
apparently trifling, to accomplith 
his moft important defigns. ‘The 
truth of this remark may be exem- 
plified in the following faét : 

A young gentleman of high 





| connedtions and great refpeétabil- 
morning to meditation and prayer ; | i 
declaring that from thence he deri- | 


ity, was induced by gay acquaint- 
ance to accompany them toa place 
of amufement. Arrived at the 
fcene of diflipasion, the feftive 
company proceeded to their amufe- 
ment. In the midlt of their en- 
joyment, as though a meffenger 





had been fent immediately from 
heaven, the clock firuck one. ‘That 
firiking paffage of Dr. Young’s 
inftantly ruih’d upon his mind : 


“ The bell ftrikes one—we take no note 





' Is wife in man. 


The fire which Mofes faw | 
confumed not the bufh ; for Mo. | 


of time 


| But from its lofs—to give it then a 


tongue 
As if an angel fpoke, 
1 feel the folemn found; if heard aright 


| Where are they ? With the years be- 


yond the flood. 

It is the figna] that demands difpatch. 

How much isto be done? My hopes 
and fears 

Start up alarm’d, and o’er life’s nar- 
row verge 


| Look down on what ? a fathomlefs 


abyfs, 
A dread eternity.” 


Conviétion feized the youth, and 


‘alarmed and terrified he inttantly 


left the diilipated throng, and 
retired to his clofer. The refult 
was a faving change, and he is 
now a Chriftian indeed, in whom 
| is no guile. 

Reader, art thou an admirer of 
the fathionable follies of the age? 
| Remember they lead to the cham- 
| bers of eternal death. Leave thea 


|—0oh leave thefe deluding phan- 


toms of an hour, and employ the 
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uncertain moments eft thee, in 
feeking for thofe realities—unfa- 


= . 
cing plealu es and eternal joys : 





N Friday the 8th of Auguff, 
Mr. David B: xcon left Hart 
ford with a view of vifiting the 
Indian tribes bordering on Lat 
Erie, peti to a refolve of ti 
Truftees of the Mitionary Society 
of © noticed in our 
Magazine for July. Previous to 
his departure he was examined by 
the Commitee of Miufions, 
highly approving of him as guali- 
fed for tuch a mul 
appointed him to that fervice and 
by prayer, commended him to the 
divinc blefiing. {t is expected he 
will obtain a eulde and interpreter 
at Ni: W Stoc] vi lap > oi fomewhere 
in that 
proceed on to the fouth weft part 
of Lake Erie and dria 


tribes in that quarter. 


nneciicut, 


who 


ey 
ON, vobdal IMmMouhy 


eich! rhancl . } she, 
HCI~PHVGTUOOG, ana wien 
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tis pre- 


$ .i hs as yrs a 
1umMeEd that he wil | nave me prayers 
- } ' ' 
ef all good people tor a b! blefling on 
di \ ' 
his piD ¢ 


“apes Pi DP 
fi dbo0ut the fame ume Mr. av \b- 


t,o - a. " t 
ert Vorter and Mr. Jofiah B. An- 
drews, entered on a Mifiion to the 
MN ‘ 1 ’ ° 
INew oettiements ; the former to 
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other parts ot 
} ae she 
jattcr tO the 


ciaies 7S 
ctticments on the rivers selawar&re 
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Pennfylvania and the adjacent fet- 


elamenre ar } 
tlements in the { 
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Preient year. 
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yarticular nature has been received 
rom Europe refpe&ing the Socie. 
ty. Lhe following fketches con 
tain all the information the ag 
have to communicate. ‘The Di 
rectors notwithitanding the dif 
of ie ? 


5 
‘ 

i. 
Cc 
4 


couraging circumitances 
capt re of the Duff “and the parti: 

failure of the Mifhion to Otahette, 
fi: 1 continue to make every exer- 
tion in their power to promote th 
important defign for wh ich the So- 
ciety was In{tituted. 
Miilionaries faile 
the Eflands in th 


a view of joining the 


d \ ones: 1oer OF 


brethren al- 
| 


“wee 
ready y there or ot efia bhiihing them- 
ives in places In Mor 
| 


'O Muh onaries left England 
fo; ae ada in confequence Of ap- 
plications from a number of inhab- 
tants of Quebec and Montreal. 


ct . - 
Pie Directors have'a young man 


1 Lee lananaa 
Now learning the /\r: Loic ad PUA, 
view of on 


Wits han expre {s POL 
D , 


a millon to the tterior part of Al- 


‘ : ‘ : , 
rica. date dilpatches from Doc. 
V i 5 | < 

anderkemp and his 


“; 


aflociates at 
Cape of Good Hope, offer a 
pre ha which ts very 
Ag nd from recent conim 
from a "Mifionary who went to the 


} +) te arrne 


si Gee a shale 


unications 


ualt Indies, it appears probable 
that before this time he has ixed 
upon a favorable {pot f for the com- 
mencement of his Miflionary la- 
bors. 

Great exertions are making in 
Various parts 0 sf Lagland and Scot- 
land, aad allo in Holland, to pro- 
mote evangelical truths and expe- 
rimental piety. Many focieties 
and affociations are formed witha 
view of inttructing the 
the poor in religi 
and of diffeminating 
and indeed .tne 
people of God in thofe countries 
were never more engaged to pro- 
mo'e a knowledge and ‘love of the 
{ruta than at prefent. 
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Extraé of a letter from one of th 
Conneticut Miffonaries, da 
Sprin 

' of New-York, Fuly 23, 1800. 
“ THE laft ix weeks, I have 
‘ent in the counties of Otfegoand 
Delaware. In both pepe e counties 
there are neta 
which appear 
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iW ake in Ings, 
> 
and 


” 


¢ : 
tO oe INncreatlina 
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preading They are resular and 

Cana Cente ¢ . ; ! 
order! Vv, aree from that noife aliG 


enthuefiafm which fonictimes atter 
Cas Saal 

uch revivals. a) 
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1 il are (till and { 10 lemn, an d a pro- 
found atte civen to the 
ae c ' } 

fpeaker. Ledtures on week days 
are often led I by 200 } 
and on the fabbath | by 500 af 600. 
I Che towns in Orfego County where 
is arevival: it Otfego, Spring- 
d and | W Torcefter ; . hofe in Del- 
County are Delhi, 
Franklin and Walton. 
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e reception which 
Mf neeries meet with inthe New 
iuHonarics Mce WITH IN THO INOW 
and 
which 1s patd to their preaching, 
while it mult infpire the friends of 


' 
ii 


. . ce la ” snesnn 
settlements, the attention 


religion with gratitude to him wit 
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whom is the refidue foirit, 
nd who oniyec 
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animate them tO pe | tt beral i 


contribu ions to the fup po tol 
fions : and more efpecially fhould 
fervent!y to ptay 
lor a divine blefling to accompany 


it induce e them 


the labors of Milhonaries. The 
civil and political as well as the re- 
‘istous welfare our brethen in 
the New Settlements require that 
> gol) pel fhould be preached to 
them, and that they fhould be fa- 
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by accounts received from ya- 
ous parts of untry iti appears 

€ Go d is it ¢ ‘1 
paces. God 4h gl 
nercy for a ; 
ing ’ frefh tef- 
truth of that {crip- 
“the gates of mM 
Heil fhall not prevail acaiait his 
church.”? In vain do the enemies 
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till going on ia man 

is {tril remembering 
guilty people, and pry 
tinonials to the 


tl ife th 


re pl omiue that 


viour boaftin the fuccefs of theic 
efforts to overthrow Chriftianity. 
They have attempted to diffeminate 
the poifon of infide elity far and 


wide. They 
do this. 

and will prevail. stt 
friends ot Zion defpair. 
h: upp revivals in fo 


nt 


places 
hem to 


may t 


many 
to t 
pray imp and they 
he aflu ad ee t the prayer of faith 
fhall not fail to receive a gracious 
anfwer. ** Chrift fhall fee of the ’ 


of his foul and be fatis- 
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D: ner 7 reficc fions of Qn infidel. | | 
1 +t 1 Fi; 
Mi Hu .T {hall i DC—W ere fhall i a 
, , 
1 ‘d oive a the u ifand worlds to know. 4 
Sh ue L¢ — or fhalll not ? 
Ceaifing to be-—-I dread the thought— , 
Docs death, in fact, deftroy the whole °4 ; iy 
And with the body kill the foul ? al uy 
t? » | chofe thee for m* cuide, 4 
. : i 
I heard thy woice end 1 befide, 1 
Come now decide the doubtful firife i 
Ps ° . rc ; ¥ 
Iwixt endleis Jeep and endlefs life. ’ 
Some, who thy fois ( mnion own ‘$ 
| As nature’s brighteit cldeft ion; aD 
Say, thou haft taught the foul will live, Oey 
: * . ~ . : - a. 
And her account to Go. mutt give. ‘, r io 
. ‘. reo : .. 
Others deny that this w.il be, iF 4 
‘ —_— : > * ee ’ yt 
And both for pr' } appeal totnee. j a 
j } “ty r 48 i al 
] i¢ 3 l | t t | ¥G ‘ AB | bof Wt 
‘3 ee ’ on Pe , 4, 
4.na coniciels 1 Shere Wit. . ry ae 
, J i! 
If ther God--(1 { tis tre) ‘% 
" : +. i 
4/08 le ine creature s comGeucc VicvVa » 
, 





120 L1y mits. [Serr, 
And if the foul ummoitai prove, 3. But fovereign merey from the kkics, _ 
Can finners ever tafte his love ? Alarm’d my dreaming mind, ! 
Will they have nothing more to feat No more delufion blinds mine eyes, } 
Becaufe he governs there and here ? When wak’d by power divine. it 
If he is good willhe deftroy, 4. Shook from inertnefs and falfe } 
And kill with evils human joy $ dreams, . 
Are parents hurried to the tomb I faw my dreary ftate : 
Merely to give fucceffors room ? And viewing where the flattering { 
hg 7s geared adtions bes here ftreams— | 
y not avenge th’ oppreffed tear, Might land me !—when too late! 


And crush the cruel and ‘unjutt, 

With pride’and malice in the duft? 
Thefe thoughts an anxious doubt create, 
That this is not our final Rate. 


¥ Jook’d to God, in earneft prayer ; 
“ Lord fave me or I die— 
Cleanfe me from fin ? fave from defpair ' 
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If there’s a God, then who can tell, While defp’rate here J he.— i 
There may be heaven, there may dehell. | 6, « Wholly deprav’d I here confefs “a 
The Bible do@trines may be right, My nothingnefs to thee, V 
If fo 7 fink to endleis nigint Vouchfafe to hear my poor requeft, 
I bate that God, which they declare And prove thy clemency mes — 
His holinefs is too fevere. vd 5 mae 
I hate his law. which fays ¥ mini | 7. “ Exii'd from light where can I fird 
Be holy like him, or be curft | The God, who pardon gives, Rone FO 
Once I could laugh at what I feel, | I'm deaf and maimed, hale and blind— 
And feorn the tho't of heaven andhell, | Let Lazarus hear—he lives "— : 
But reajon fhines as clear as day, 8. My grief and ag the Saviour faw, d 
Although my outward man decay ; | And flew without delay, rT 
Yea it may fhineand never flop, | And on the ayaa of my foul, es 
And mifery fill my tuture cup— | He pour’d celeftia! day. C 
Draw near my friends, if friendsindeed | 9. New beauties ftrike my peaceful r 
You will affit me now in need fieht, : 
With you I fpent the € jovi ilday, While confcience fmil’d within ; t 
And caft the thought of death away. For forrow ! joy ; for darknefs ! light ! “ 
J fpurn'd at God, at Chrift and he ll, And felt 10 inward pain. , 9 
As names that priefts and women tell. ne Te ; . 
I cave the reins to fin and iuit ro. That heart which mov'd not at the } 
Which haftened my return to duft. found , i 
© can you fereen my foul from harm Ol wont aying —. a ti 
Againtt the power ofany arm ! — grateful flows : no wa pound, i 
Ah! wretches ftop—deccive no more But leaps and mounts above. | 
i’ve heard all you can fay before— 11. (hy facred word of mercy fhines e 
I fcorn’d the Chriftian and his God, ~ Dear Sacviour like the fun, u 
And trampied on his Saviour’s blood. | 1 trace thy grace in every line tr 
With him no part I now can claim, And love thee as I run. d 
For ftill I hate the very name. | 12. Then let my foul dwellnearmy God, { 
Yet he muft be more fafe than I, | And like the fun obey, is 
And more prepar'd to live or dic.— | While faith and love dire& the road - 
if 1 was right, ftill he is well ; | = Which leads to endlefs day. “ 
Bat if he’s right—I fink to hell. tc 
Ww. 13. Tis beft, that every heir of grace {i 
In Zion fix his home, tl 
The experiences of Mifi RB. M. written Thy gentle fpirit finds our place, ‘ 
by herfelf Thy heavenly bride fays come. 
ty airy dreams of gay delight 14.Sure’tisthe King’s moft chofen place, } p 
: In fancy’s luiling arms, And there his “ints will dwell— - 
My mis’ries were conceal’d from fight | May we not hope to {ee his face te 
ue By ftrong ideal charms, And all his giorics tell. te 
Mh a. Held by the magic of that power, | 15. Thy fiery walls O Zion fhall tt 
{ a Nistor anne a cor sy na A Seatieary tae tad - ; 
f mg fs. sgh ding every flower To all, who hear thy heavenly call th 
5 near a grave. And truft thy guardian love. 





